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Gandhi statue unvmled in
Hiroshima by PM Modi!
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Einstein taught the world how the universe
works. Gandhi taught the world how human
beings ought to live within it.

wo extraordinary

personalities shaped the
course of the twentieth century in
profoundly different ways-Albert
Einstein and Mahatma Gandhi.
One revolutionized humanity’s
understanding of the universe
through groundbreaking
discoveries in physics, while the
other transformed the moral
conscience of the world through
his experiments with truth and
non-violence.

Though these two giants
never met in person, they shared
a deep intellectual and moral
connection. One of the most
fascinating symbols of this
connection was the photograph
that hung on the wall of
Einstein’s study.

A Journey from Success to
Service

During the early years of his
scientific career, Einstein greatly
admired two legendary

physicists: Isaac Newton and
James Clerk Maxwell. Their
portraits occupied a prominent
place on the wall of his room,
serving as constant reminders of
scientific excellence.

However, as Einstein
witnessed the horrors of war, the
destructive potential of modern
technology, and the growing
threat posed by nuclear weapons,
his outlook gradually evolved.
He came to realize that
intellectual brilliance alone could
not secure a peaceful future for
humanity.

At some point, the portraits of
Newton and Maxwell gave way
to those of two individuals whom
Einstein regarded as moral
exemplars:

Albert Schweitzer, the

physician-philosopher renowned
for his service to humanity.

Mahatma Gandhi, the apostle
oftruth and non-violence.

Einstein reportedly explained
this change with a thought-
provoking observation:

“Itis time to replace the image
of success with the image of
service.”

Whether recorded verbatim or
paraphrased through later
accounts, the statement
beautifully captures the
transformation in Einstein’s
thinking-from admiration of
intellectual achievement to
reverence for moral greatness.

Gandhi, Schweitzer and the
Legacy of Compassion

An interesting connection
links Gandhi, Schweitzer and the
teachings of Gautama Buddha.

Schweitzer deeply admired
Gandhi and regarded him as one
of humanity’s greatest moral
leaders. In discussing Indian
thought, Schweitzer suggested
that Gandhi carried forward the
spirit of compassion associated
with the Buddha, translating
ethical ideals into practical action
capable of transforming society
and politics.

Where Buddha emphasized
compassion as a spiritual path,
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Gandhi

demonstrated how
compassion and non-violence
could become powerful
instruments for social and
political change.

ADialogue Through Letters

In 1931, Einstein wrote a
letter to Gandhi expressing his
admiration. The message was
conveyed through intermediaries
while Gandhi was engaged in
discussions related to India’s
freedom movement.

“You have shown through
your works that it is possible to
succeed without violence even
with those who have not
discarded the method of
violence.”

Gandhi warmly acknowledged
Einstein’s support and expressed
the hope that one day they might
meet at the Sabarmati Ashram.

Although that meeting never
took place, the mutual respect
between the two men remained
profound.

Einstein’s Immortal Tribute

Einstein’s admiration for
Gandhi reached its most
memorable expression on
Gandhi’s 75th birthday in 1944.
His tribute has since become one

of the most celebrated quotations
inmodern history:

“Generations to come will
scarce believe that such a one as
this ever in flesh and blood
walked upon this earth.”

These words reflected
Einstein’s conviction that Gandhi
represented a rare moral force in
human history.

Grief After Gandhi’s
Assassination

When Gandhi was
assassinated on 30 January 1948,
Einstein was deeply saddened.
Speaking afterward, he
emphasized that Gandhi had
consistently rejected personal
protection and remained faithful
to his principles until the end.

Einstein believed Gandhi’s
life and death would continue to
remind humanity that violence
can never provide lasting
solutions and that peace remains
the only enduring path forward.

When Reason Saluted
Compassion

The presence of Gandhi’s
photograph in Einstein’s room
was far more than a decorative
choice. It symbolized a profound
realization: scientific

Few personalities have
commanded admiration
across such different
fields as Albert Einstein
and Mahatma Gandhi.
One transformed
humanity’s
understanding of the
physical universe, while
the other transformed
humanity’s moral
conscience through
truth and non-violence.
Although they never
met face to face, a
profound bond of
respect connected them.
The presence of
Gandhi’s photograph in
Einstein’s room was not
merely a personal
preference; it
symbolized the triumph
of service over success,
compassion over power,
and humanity over
intellect alone. This
remarkable story
reveals why the world’s
greatest scientist
revered the Mahatma.

intelligence, however
extraordinary, must ultimately
serve humanity.

in an age still troubled by
conflict, inequality and violence,
that photograph on Einstein’s
wall continues to convey a
timeless message: the height of
success is admirable, but the
depth of service is far greater.

(Gandhi Darshan) ¢
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Anecdotes

This is the Quality of a Person, Not of Khadi

hakravarti Rajagopalachari,

fondly known as Rajaji and
often referred to as the "Gandhi
of South India," was one of
Mahatma Gandhi's closest
associates. A popular anecdote
associated with Rajaji and
Gandhiji offers a profound lesson
on the true meaning of Khadi and
the values it represents.

Rajaji once wrote a heartfelt
letter to Gandhiji:

"Bapu, I must confess that I
never fully understood your
insistence on Khadi. Yesterday,
however, an incident changed my
thinking completely. After
purchasing some items from a
Khadi store, I accidentally left
behind a bag containing 310,000
meant for the Swarajya
movement. | was distressed and
assumed the money was lost
forever. But in the evening, the
manager of the Khadi store came
to my ashram and returned the
entire amount. Only then did I

Gandhiji's message is timeless and clear: a person's
character is shaped from within, not by external
symbols. Khadi is not merely clothing-it is a vision of
life rooted in truth, self-reliance, and human dignity.

realize why you place such
importance on Khadi."

He replied:

"I received your letter and
wondered whether to laugh or
cry. You should know that
dishonest people can also be
found in Khadi institutions. The
person who returned your money
was indeed an honest man, but his
honesty is not a quality of Khadi.
Itis the quality of the individual."

He went on to explain that
Khadi was never intended merely
as a commodity for sale. Its true
purpose lay in creating self-
reliant villages, dignifying
labour, and fostering a spirit of
simplicity and restraint. When
Khadi becomes just another
product in a marketplace, it risks

losing the very ideals it was
meant to uphold.

For Gandhiji, Khadi was part
of a larger vision of
decentralization and village-
based economics. He believed
that when villages produce what
they need and consume what they
produce, labour gains dignity,
dependence decreases, and
human needs remain balanced.
Without these values, Khadi is
merely cloth.

Gandhiji often emphasized
that symbols by themselves do
not transform human beings.
Clothes cannot make a person
honest, nor can any external
badge guarantee morality. True
character emerges from within.
Honesty, truthfulness,
compassion, and self-discipline
are personal qualities that no
garment can bestow.

This insight remains deeply
relevant today. Modern society
often confuses appearances with
values, brands with character,
and symbols with substance.
Gandhiji reminds us that the real
task is not to wear a symbol but to
live the values it represents.

The hidden value of Khadi
lies not in its fabric but in the life
philosophy behind it. Wearing
Khadi becomes meaningful only
when it encourages simplicity,
truth, self-restraint, and respect
for labour. Otherwise, it is no
different from any other piece of
cloth.
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History often remembers
great political movements,
mass agitations, and decisive
battles. Yet, some of the most
profound revolutions take place
silently-in the human heart. One
such revolution unfolded in a
modest cottage at Sevagram
Ashram, where Mahatma Gandhi
demonstrated that true greatness
lies not in power, but in
compassion.

This is the inspiring story of
the extraordinary bond between

Medicines may heal
the body, but love,
compassion, and

human touch heal
the soul.

Mahatma Gandhi and Parchure
Shastri, a renowned Sanskrit
scholar afflicted with leprosy.

ATrial of Compassion

Parchure Shastri was a
respected scholar, but when he
contracted leprosy, he faced
rejection from society and even
from those closest to him. In
those days, leprosy was viewed
not merely as a disease but as a
social stigma. People feared
and avoided those who suffered
fromit.

In his despair, Parchure
Shastri wrote a letter to Gandhi.
When Bapu read the letter during
a prayer meeting at Sevagram, a
deep silence descended upon the
gathering.

Breaking that silence, Gandhi
declared:

"If our hearts cannot respond
with compassion to the suffering
of a leprosy patient, then our
claim to service is meaningless.

Parchure Shastri shall live in
Sevagram, and I shall personally
serve him. Leprosy is not a sign
of impurity; it is a test of our
humanity."

These words transformed the
atmosphere of the Ashram and
challenged deeply rooted social
prejudices.

Gandhi’s Personal Service

A few days later, Parchure
Shastri arrived at Sevagram. True
to his word, Gandhi personally
took charge of his care.

Every day, Gandhi cleaned
Shastri’s wounds, dressed them
with bandages, bathed him, and
often fed him with his own hands.
For those who witnessed these
scenes, it was deeply moving.
The leader revered by millions,
who guided a nation’s freedom
struggle, humbly served a
suffering patient with the
devotion of a loving family
member.

Through these simple acts,
Gandhi demonstrated that
service is the highest expression
oflove.

Service Above Politics

In June 1945, during the
Simla Conference, discussions
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Personality
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Viceroy Lord Wavell were
temporarily suspended for a
week.

Some of Gandhi’s associates
planned to spend the break
enjoying the scenic surroundings
of Simla. Gandhi, however,
instructed everyone to return to
Sevagram. When questioned
about undertaking a long railway
journey merely to spend a few
days at the Ashram, Gandhi
replied:

"Those few days will allow
me to serve Parchure Shastri."

For Gandhi, caring for a
suffering human being was more
important than comfort,
convenience, or even high-level

between Indianeaders and

shunned those afflicted
with the disease, Gandhi
chose not only to welcome
Shastri into Sevagram
Ashram but also to
personally care for him.
This remarkable episode is
not merely a story of
service; it is a profound
lesson in human dignity,
equality, and unconditional
love. The humble cottage of
Sevagram thus became the
setting for one of the
greatest demonstrations of
humanity in modern
history.

political engagements.“God
Himself Has Touched My
Wounds”

After the exhausting journey
back from Simla, Gandhi went

directly to see Parchure Shastri,
whose health had deteriorated
significantly.

Placing his hand gently on
Shastri’s head, Gandhi said with
affection:

"Shastriji, [ have returned."

A smile spread across the
scholar’s face. With deep
emotion, he whispered:

"Bapu, it feels as though God
Himself has touched my
wounds."

For the next three days,
Gandhi devoted himself entirely
to caring for his friend, once
again cleaning and dressing his
wounds and offering him
comfort.

ALegacy of Love

On 5 September 1945,
Parchure Shastri passed away at
Sevagram. Yet his memory
continues to live on in the
"Parchure Kuti" of the Ashram,
where every brick seems to speak
of compassion, equality, and
human dignity.

Reflecting on his passing,
Gandhi observed:

“Parchure Shastri taught us
that love is the greatest remedy
forevery wound."

The Message for Humanity

The story of Gandhi and
Parchure Shastri reminds us that
true greatness is not measured by
positions of power or public
acclaim. It is revealed in the
willingness to bend down, hold
another person's hand, and share
in their suffering.

The silent revolution that
began in Sevagram continues to
inspire the world today, teaching
us that humanity is at its highest
when it embraces the weakest,
the forgotten, and the suffering
with dignity and love. ¢
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The Ungulpable Morsel

mong the great leaders who

shaped modern India,
Gopal Krishna Gokhale occupies
a special place. Though only
three years older than Mahatma
Gandhi, he passed away at the
relatively young age of fifty.
Gandhi always regarded Gokhale
as his political mentor and guide.

When Gandhi returned to
India from South Africa in 1915,
Gokhale had already closely
observed his remarkable work
and achievements abroad.
Deeply impressed by Gandhi’s
commitment to truth, non-
violence, broad vision, and
humane approach, Gokhale
believed that India’s future
struggle for freedom would find a
capable leader in him.

At that time, Gandhi was
staying at Shantiniketan,
founded by the renowned poet
and philosopher Rabindranath
Tagore. Tagore had expressed a
desire to improve the
administration of the Ashram and
sought Gandhi’s assistance.
However, before any plans could
materialize, Gandhi received a
telegram from Pune carrying the
heartbreaking news: “Gokhale is
no more.” The news deeply
shook Gandhi. He immediately
left for Pune to pay his respects to
the departed leader.

Gokhale had repeatedly urged

Gandhi to join the Servants of
India Society, the organization he
had founded to promote selfless
public service. Gandhi had not
yet made a final decision. Now,
with his mentor gone, he felt that
fulfilling Gokhale’s wish was his
duty. Treating his mentor’s desire
as a command, Gandhi applied
for membership in the Society.
But this created an unexpected
dilemma.

Many members of the Society
admired Gandhi, yet they also
understood that he was no
ordinary individual. His
independent thinking,
uncompromising commitment to
principles, and powerful
personality made him difficult to
fit into any established
organizational framework. Some
members felt that accepting
Gandhi into the Society might
fundamentally alter its character.

To them, Gandhi was an
“ungulpable morsel”- something
impossible either to reject or to
comfortably absorb.

The Executive Committee
found itself in a difficult position.
How could they deny membership
to Gokhale’s foremost disciple?
Yet how could they ignore their
genuine concerns?

Gandhi quickly sensed their
uneasiness.

~a¥ T

Rather than allowing the
Society to face internal conflict,
he chose the path of humility and
sacrifice. He voluntarily
withdrew his application for
membership. In doing so, he
relieved the members of their
predicament without causing
embarrassment to anyone.

However, Gandhi’s
withdrawal did not mean
separation. He continued to
maintain warm relations with the
Society, participated in its
activities whenever possible, and
offered guidance and suggestions
like an unofficial member.

His respect for Gokhale
extended beyond words. On
hearing of his mentor’s death,
Gandhi took a solemn vow to
walk barefoot for an entire year
as a mark of mourning and
reverence. True to his nature, he
observed this vow with
unwavering discipline.

This episode reveals not only
Gandhi’s affection for his
political mentor but also his
extraordinary sensitivity to the
feelings of others. Rather than
insisting on his rights or status, he
chose harmony over recognition
and service over position. ¢
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