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#\ Gandhiji and the Spirit of Women
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A Silent Revolution of Truth
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Remembrance

Dandi Mach: ﬂwt(mycmd&gmﬁcance

he Dandi March, also known

as the Salt Satyagraha, was a
landmark act of non-violent civil
disobedience led by Mahatma
Gandhi. It began on March 12,
1930, and concluded on
April 6,1930.

Gandhi, along with 78
followers, marched
approximately 241 miles (387
km) from Sabarmati Ashram to
the coastal village of Dandi.

The main objective of the
march was to defy the British salt
monopoly by producing salt from
seawater, thereby violating the
unjust Salt Laws imposed by the
British government.

Objective of the Movement

The Dandi March aimed to
challenge the British Salt Act of
1882, which prohibited Indians
from collecting or selling salt
independently.

Gandhi chose salt as a symbol
ofprotest because:

Universal necessity — Salt was
used by every Indian, rich or poor

Moral issue — Taxing such a
basic need was unjust

Mass participation — It
enabled people to join the
movement peacefully

On April 6, 1930, Gandhi

broke the law by making salt at
Dandi, officially launching the
Civil Disobedience Movement.

DANDI MARCH

THE SALT SATYAGRAHA 1930

FROM SABARMATI
.q T0 DANDL

-
k3

* PROTEST AGAINST BRITISH
SALT TAX

= NON-VIOLENT CIVIL
DISI]EE[HEHEE

. SPAHKIHI.: NATIONWIDE RE‘J{ILT *
- K.

fimi Naidu & Kamaladeyi
Lrading Protests

NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE
. FIGHT Fﬂl FREEDOM

SHAHIHG THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE BRITISH EMP‘IHE

Historical Background
1. Simon Commission (1928)
The British government sent
the Simon Commission to
propose reforms. Since it had no
Indian members, it faced massive
protests with the slogan “Simon
GoBack.”
2.Nehru Report (1928)

In response, Indian leaders

under Motilal Nehru drafted the
Nehru Report, demanding
dominion status for India. The
British ignored these demands.

3. Purna Swaraj Declaration
(1929)

At the Lahore Session of the
Indian National Congress 1929,
led by Jawaharlal Nehru, the
Congress declared Purna Swaraj
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(Complete Independence) as its
goal.

4. Gandhi’s 11 Demands

On January 31, 1930, Gandhi
presented 11 demands to Lord
Irwin, including:
* Abolition of salt tax
* Reduction of land revenue
*Release of political prisoners
* Protection for Indian industries

When these demands were
ignored, Gandhi launched the
Dandi March.

Timeline of the Dandi March

March 12, 1930-March
begins from Sabarmati Ashram

March—-April 1930 -
Thousands join along the route

April 6, 1930 — Gandhi
reaches Dandi and makes salt

This act sparked a nationwide
Civil Disobedience Movement.

Significance of the Dandi
March

1. Mass Awakening

For the first time, millions of
Indians actively participated in
the freedom struggle, making it a
true mass movement.

2. Challenge to British
Authority

Over 60,000 people were
arrested, exposing the weakening
control of British rule in India.

3. Role of Women

Women like Sarojini Naidu
and Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay
played key roles, marking a
turning point in women's
participation in politics.

4. Political Impact

The movement forced
negotiations, leading to the
Gandhi—Irwin Pact and Gandhi’s
participation in the Round Table
Conference.

5. Global Attention

International media, including
reports by journalist Webb

Miller, brought global attention
to British repression in India.

6. Legacy of Non-Violence

The success of non-violent
resistance inspired global leaders
like:

Martin Luther King Jr.

Nelson Mandela

96th Anniversary (2026)

In 2026, India marks the 96th
anniversary of the Dandi March.
Commemorative “Heritage
Marches” retrace the historic
route, honoring the original
satyagrahis and spreading
Gandhi’s message of:

Ahimsa (Non-violence)
Satyagraha (Truth-force)

The Dandi March was not just
a protest against the salt tax-it
was a powerful demonstration of
how simple acts of resistance can
challenge mighty empires.

It transformed India’s
freedom struggle into a people’s
movement and remains a
timeless example of the strength
ofpeaceful protest. ¢
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Anecdotes

Three Articles, One Revolutlon

he Treason Case Against
Mahatma Gandhi - 10
March 1922

10 March 1922 remains one of
the most defining days in India’s
freedom movement. On this day,
Mahatma Gandhi-the global
symbol of truth and non-violence-
was arrested from Sabarmati
Ashram on charges of “treason.”

But what led to this arrest was
not violence or rebellion in the
conventional sense-it was the
power of words. Three articles
published in his weekly journal
Young India shook the moral
foundations of British rule.

The Pen That Challenged an
Empire Young India was more
than a journal-it was a voice of
awakening. Through it, Gandhiji
spoke directly to the conscience
of the nation, urging Indians to
rethink their relationship with
colonial rule.

The British government saw
danger not in weapons, but in
ideas.

1. “Tampering with
Loyalty” (29 September 1921)

In this article, Gandhiji raised
a deeply unsettling moral
question: Is loyalty to an unjust
government a virtue-or a sin?

ARRESTED
10 March 1922

sabarmat Ashram

He appealed to Indian soldiers
and government servants, urging
them to examine their
conscience. If the British rule
was responsible for India’s

economic and moral
degradation, then supporting it
was ethically wrong.

Without advocating violence,
he emphasized non-cooperation
as a moral duty. This article
ignited anew sense of dignity and
self-respect among Indians
serving under British authority.

2. “The Puzzle and Its
Solution” (15 December 1921)

By late 1921, the British
government had intensified
repression-arrests, imprisonments,
and crackdowns on nationalist
leaders.

Gandhiji described this as a
“puzzle”’- the belief that fear
could suppress a nation’s spirit.

His “solution” was simple yet
revolutionary:Remove fear.
Embrace suffering. Refuse to
cooperate.

He asserted that the path to
freedom would open only when
Indians stopped fearing prison.
This article played a crucial role in
transforming jail from a symbol
of fear into a badge of honor.
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3. “Shaking the Manes of Gandhiji’s conduct stunned 1. The Power of Words

the Lion” (23 February 1922)

Perhaps the most bold and
direct of the three, this article
openly challenged the might of
the British Empire.

“No matter how powerful
a government is, it cannot crush
the soul of a nation that refuses
to bow.”’He warned that
repression could not silence a
morally awakened people. In a
striking statement, he even
described “treason” against an
unjust regime as a form of moral
duty.

This article was seen by the
British as a direct provocation-
and became a key basis for the
sedition charges.

The trial began on 18 March

1922 in Ahmedabad before Judge
C.N. Broomfield.

the world:
Herefused legal defense
He accepted all charges

He invited the harshest
punishment

In his historic statement, he
said: “I am here to invite and
submit cheerfully to the highest
penalty... 1 do not ask for
mercy.” Judge Broomfield,
deeply moved, acknowledged
Gandhiji as a man of exceptional
moral stature before sentencing
him to six years of imprisonment.

Though sentenced for six
years, Gandhiji was released in
1924 due to health reasons.

The Deeper Message

This episode was not just a

legal event-it was a moral
revolution.

Anunarmed man, armed only
with truth, challenged the most
powerful empire of the time.

2. Moral Responsibility

Gandhiji did not deflect
blame. He owned his actions and
accepted punishment as a matter
of principle.

3. Fearlessness

He transformed prison from a
place of punishment into a
“temple of sacrifice.”

Legacy

The British could imprison
Mahatma Gandhi, but not his
ideas. Those three articles
continue to inspire generations to
stand against injustice-with
courage, conscience, and
conviction.

Gandhi Darshan €

Member

Secretary cum Treasurer

Dr. B.A. Patil

Secretary. Hutatma Appa rao Patil
Foundation, Kalaburagi, Member

Sri D. N. Venkartaramanaiah
Former Officer SBM

Karnataka Sarvodaya Mandal
Vinoba Ashram, Kumara Park East, Bengaluru - 560001

Constitution of State Executive Committee 2026- 2029

following committee is constituted to carry on the day to day activities
of the Karnataka Sarvodaya Mandal, Bengaluru

Dr. Y. C. Doddaiah Sri Kiran C.D.
President Journalist
Member
Sri Chandrappa K. H.

Dr. Gururaj Poshettihalli
Author, Member

Dr. Munjula Hullahalli
Former Deputy Director
Youth Empowerment and Sports
Mysore, Member
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Movement

Gandhiji and the Spirit of Women Satyagmﬁis

‘ N [ omen's Day is a day to
recognize the strength of
half of humanity, to honor their
struggles, and to remind
ourselves that the goal of true
equality is yet to be fully realized.
Celebrating Women’s Day as a
routine event without
understanding women’s rights,
safety, and dignity makes the
celebration incomplete.

During the historic Salt March
led by Mahatma Gandhi, a
significant yet lesser-known
episode highlights his deep trust
in women’s strength and moral
courage.

When Gandhi prepared for the
Dandi March, he carefully
selected 79 satyagrahis to
accompany him. Notably, no
women were included in this
initial list. This decision raised an
important question. Durga Ben
Desai, wife of Mahadev Desai,
approached Gandhi along with
other women from the Sabarmati
Ashram. She respectfully asked
why no women had been chosen
for such a historic movement.

Gandhi responded with a
thoughtful explanation. He
anticipated this question and
clarified that including women in
the initial march might have
allowed the British to claim that
he was using women as shields

L

2
/
/

against repression. More
importantly, he believed that
women possessed a greater
capacity for sacrifice and
resilience in non-violent struggle.

He assured them that their role
would be far more significant in
the later stages of the movement.
The journey from Sabarmati to
Dandi, he said, would be filled
with public support and
enthusiasm. The true test of
courage would come afterward-
when repression intensified.

Gandhi outlined a clear plan
of leadership. After his arrest,
Abbas Tyabji would lead the
movement. And when the
struggle reached its most critical
phase, it would be Sarojini Naidu
who would step forward to lead,
especially with women playing a
central role.

True to his vision, after
Gandhi’s arrest and the brutal
lathi-charge on satyagrahis,
many were left injured and
imprisoned. At that crucial
moment, a group of courageous
women, led by Sarojini Naidu,
advanced fearlessly.

When a British officer ordered
her to stop, citing government
restrictions, Sarojini Naidu firmly
replied that she was following
Gandhi’s command and could not
turn back. In a remarkable display
of determination, she stood her
ground for hours, refusing to
yield. Eventually, even the
authorities were compelled to
show a measure of respect for her
resolve.

This episode is not just a story
from history-it is a powerful
reminder of the role women have
played in shaping movements,
nations, and moral courage itself.
Gandhi did not sideline women;
he entrusted them with the most
phase of the struggle. On this
International Women’s Day, let
us move beyond symbolic
celebration and truly recognize
the strength, leadership, and
sacrifices of women-past and

present. ‘
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A Silent Revolution of Truth

rom South Africa to
Champaran: The Guidance
of Gokhale

When Gandhi returned to
India in 1916, his political
mentor Gopal Krishna Gokhale
advised him:

“Keep your ears and eyes
open, but keep your mouth
closed.”

Gandhi followed this advice
with discipline. Traveling across
India-from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari in third-class
railway compartments-he
immersed himself in the life of
ordinary people, understanding
their struggles, customs, and
realities.

It was during this time that a
determined farmer, Raj Kumar
Shukla, approached Gandhi and
persistently urged him to visit
Champaran to witness the plight
of indigo farmers exploited by
European planters.

The Power of Documentation:
Truth as Evidence

Upon reaching Champaran,
Gandhi adopted a method unlike
any other leader of his time.

On 10 April 1917, a frail yet resolute figure-
Mahatma Gandhi-stepped onto the soil of
Champaran. That quiet arrival would soon shake
the very foundations of the British Empire. This
moment marked the beginning of Gandhi’s first
successful Satyagraha in India-an experiment that
transformed non-violence from a personal virtue
into a powerful weapon of mass resistance.

He did not raise fiery slogans,
nor did he provoke confrontation.
Instead, he began systematically
documenting the truth.

With the help of lawyers and
local leaders, thousands of
farmers recorded their
statements-often on stamped
papers. These testimonies
exposed the harsh realities of
exploitation so clearly that the
colonial authorities found it
impossible to deny them.

This was truth presented not
as rhetoric, but as irrefutable
evidence.

“Gather the Truth and
Remain Silent”: A New Path of
Resistance

Champaran had seen
resistance before, often marked
by anger and violence. Gandhi

2235 1o
'-

transformed that anger into
disciplined non-violence.

His message was simple yet
profound: “Gather the truth and
remain silent.”

He acted like a calming force-
what locals described as a
“cooling balm”-whenever
tensions rose. Gandhi made it
clear that the struggle was not
against individuals, but against
injustice itself.

Champaran: The Laboratory
of Freedom

Champaran became a testing
ground for India’s future freedom
struggle, for three key reasons:

(1) Non-Violence as a Political
Force

For the first time, non-
violence moved beyond personal
morality and became a mass
political strategy.

(i1) People’s Participation
Thousands of farmers, many
illiterate, came forward with
courage-offering their
testimonies through signatures
and thumb impressions.

(ii1) Beginning of the End of
Colonial Rule

Nearly 60 years after the Revolt
of 1857, Champaran signaled a
turning point. Within 30 years of
this movement, India would
achieve independence.
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