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and p@h{tn@al movement

The man of honesty ‘ : Loved his motherland

The man of Greatness " Brought her freedom

He is our Mahatma : With the weapon of non-violence

The father of our nation! ' And not a drop of blood-shed.

Born in a family | Bravely to prison he went

Of Cultured background Though old and bent

Grown in a circle | ' Many a blow did he get

Of Loving parents. Yet never did he fret.

Honest, ti‘uthful and simple With guns'and knives, he did not fight
Of body so frail yet nimble' Satyagraha Wéé_his eternal might

With heart 50 big and true ‘ India's indgﬁendence he fought and won
With gifts: but given to few. Bloodshed ;a'nd bitterness there was none.
Made many mistakes ' Adopted penance and fasting

Realized his faults : Started the Satyagraha

Vowed never to repeat th‘emE Gave up foreign goods

And never committed them again. And inspired wearing Khadi.
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Rare book on Gandhi
featuring Einstein’s signed
quote surfaces in Kerala.
Albert Einstein sent his
signed message from
Princeton University in
New Jersey for inclusion in
the book, published on
October 2, 1944, with
Gandhi’s permission.

i by any

he cover page of Gandhiji:

wnsup pories

His Life and Work which
offers invaluable insights into
Gandhi’s political life and
philosophy.

A rare book on Mahatma
Gandhi, published on his 75th
birthday on October 2, 1944, has
been discovered in an antique
collector’s collection at Manjeri
in Malappuram district of
Kerala. The book, titled
Gandhiji: His Life and Work,
offers invaluable insights into
Gandhi’s political life and
philosophy.

The book features a signed
message from Albert Einstein,
where he pens the famous quote
about Gandhi: “A leader of his
people, unsupported by any
outward authority; a politician
whose success rests not upon
craft nor mastery of technical
devices, but simply on the
convincing power of his
personality.... Generations to
come, it may be, will scarce

g

A leader uof his people, Y]
. gty 1E5LS
mrht‘m‘ﬂ' fl’l’fr’)"]’!}l'r‘!_l',' f j.'r;fr‘,‘f:'fr.-u aehuse sueet L8 .rr.,. y
upon craft nor mastery of technical devices, b “(‘ ""”‘"f‘ -.
un the convineing puiver of his J.":m'_cmmh'(_v saviclarions
fighter who has always ceorned the use pfifnrcest mﬂ:’
of wisdom and humility, armed. with resolve an

who has devoted all his strength

¢ betterment of

inflexible consistency,
to the uplifting of his people and th
their lot; a man who has confronted the brutality of
Europe with the dignity of the simple human being,

and thus at all times risen superior.

Generations lo come, it may be, will scarce believe

that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked

upon this earth.

PRINCETON
N.J; U.S. A,

Vii-44

e |
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Discovery

fo und in Ke rala - Abdul Latheef Naha

believe that such a one as this
ever in flesh and blood walked
upon this earth.”

P. Sivadasan, Professor of
History from Calicut
University, examined the book
and said that while many
people were familiar with the
quote about Gandhi, not all
knew its author was Einstein.
“This rare document clarifies |
the origin of the quote,” Dr. ©
Sivadasan said.

GANDHIJI |

His Life and Work

The page carrying Albert '.
Einstein’s signed message on | L
Gandhi.

Einstein sent his signed ' Y
message from Princeton

University, New Jersey, for Ty
October: 2, 1944

inclusion in the book, which was
published with Gandhi’s
permission. According to the
book, Indian poet-journalist
in New York Krishnalal
Shridharani procured Einstein’s
message for publication.

Published on his 75th Birthday = 1

Kamaladevi

Pearl S. Buck

Mahadev Desai

Only 1.500 copies printed

The book’s publisher, Karnatak Publishing
House in Bombay, has gained recognition
for this publication. Dinanath Gopal
Tendulkar led the editorial team that
compiled the volume. Only 1,500 copies
were printed, a joint effort by Karnatak
. Publishing House and Navajeevan Press,
Ahmedabad.

Published with Gandhi’s blessings and featuring his foreword,
the book’s proceeds were intended to aid the poor. Gandhi
wrote: “The profit from its sale will add to the purse to be
presented to me for Daridranarayan.”

The book’s mustard-yellow jute cover, with the title ‘Gandhiji’

in English and Hindi, shows wear and fraying. Inside, articles
by several luminaries and rare photos from Gandhi’s political
life are featured. One notable piece is an article by Gandhi
himself on Kasturba, showcasing her patience and support.

Nehru

The book features contributions
from notable figures such as Pearl
S. Buck, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Mahadev Desai, Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay, G.A. Natesan,
Minoo Masani, Humayun Kabir,
and Khwaja Ahmad Abbas, who
shared their insights on Gandhi’s
life and legacy.

Abdul Salim P., known as
Guinness Salim, exclaimed: “I
was thrilled to stumble upon this
priceless 503-page document.”
He received the book from a
friend in Thrissur, who Ilater
“regretted parting with it” once
herealised its true value.

Courtesy: Indian Express
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Detached Service

I< akasaheb Kalelkar hailed from Karnataka. He was a learned man.

arly in life he came under the influence of Gandhiji. A savant who
lived like a saint. An intimate friend of his had returned to India after living in
America for a few years. He took part in the freedom movement. His name is
Swami Satyadev. After participating in the freedom struggle for a couple of
years he had taken up ‘sanyas’. Gandhiji in 1944 deputed him to Madras for
the propagation of Hindi. (This author had studied the latter’s book to pass an
examination in Hindi!)

Swami Satyadev arrived in the Sabarmati Ashram when Gandhiji was
present. Ashe was a ‘sanyasi’ arrangements had to made to suit his observance
of sanctity and practice. That was a simple affair. Approaching Bapu, Swami
Satyadev said, “I have liked the work in the Ashram. [ would like to stay here”.

“Good, excellent! The Ashram is meant for people like you. But if you
want to become its resident, you will have to forsake your
ochrerobes,” said Gandhiji.

It was a bolt from the blue for Satyadev. His face
reddened and his temper touched his nose. Yet he dare
not exhibit his anger, at Gandhiji. Controlling his temper
in a mild tone he asked “how is it possible, I am a
sanyasi”.

“Where did I ask you to renounce your sanyas? Please
try to understand what I say”, he replied and explained,
“Look here, the very sight of people donning ochre robes
invokes great respect in our people. They not only
postrate at their feet, but verily start worshipping them.
They will become their slaves. We must resolve not to
receive service. Service is to be rendered, not received.
If you are a sanyasi in ochre robes, no one will receive
service from you, they will render it to you. That will not
suit the principle of our Ashram.
On the contrary, it will be a
hindrance. Sanyas is a state of
mind; dress has nothing to do
with that condition.

“We in the Ashram visit the
rural parts and undertake
clearing by cleaning the latrines.
If you join us, do you mean to
say that the villagers will allow
you to touch the excreta?”

Swami Satyadev departed
saying, “let me not have
anything to do with this. It
won’tsuitme”. ¢
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To me, Gandhi was a great
role model, inspiration,
believe Gandhi is more relevant
today than ever before in history.
He was the decolonizer of the
British Raj. He promoted
nonviolence, but commanded no
armies, had no government
positions, and led the biggest
independence movement in
history, which ultimately
resulted in decolonizing the
entire world.

He was a great communicator
who believed in simplicity, sense
of sacrifice, service to people,
unconditional love for all, truth
and absolute truth. Single
standard of conduct in public and

Gandhi means many things to many people.
He was the father of a nation. He was a leader,
Fakir. He was an idea, he was a concept,
and he was a phenomenon.
- Sam Pitroda

private life really defined
Gandhi in many ways. Gandhi
was not against technology.
But Gandhi was against
technology that was misused,
like everything else. Gandhi
was for technology, benefiting
people at the bottom of the

economic pyramid. e O e q
Technology that could not opportunities for large number of
divide people, but unite people.  people inrural areas.

Technology that could create I'm confident that Gandhiji

would have been excited about

/If world had followed Gandhi while restructuring the global\
equation with World Bank, IMF, WTO, WHO, UN, and
focused on Gandhian ideas, the world would be very
different today. Gandhian ideas would have included
decentralization, sustainability, non-violence. These are
very, powerful things. Gandhi was a man of technology.
Gandhi was a man of ideas and innovations. And
I am delighted that we are remembering Gandhi once

again at this event.
(N )

Internet, social media. Because it
is all about openess accessibility.
connectivity, networking,
democratization, decentralization,
and ultimately, social
transformation and economic
opportunities.

Gandhi believed in
decentralization. Small is beautiful

@
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Local talent. Local capabilities.
Local needs. And, opportunity to
create local jobs. Unfortunately,
very few people really go into
deeper understanding of gandhi
and his ways and means to bring
development to a large number of
people.

I have studied Gandhi a little
bit, I believe his thoughts and
actions related to environment,
Dandi March, salt, songs like
vishnava Jana To, his prayers, his
charkha, his dhoti, all were
symbols of communicating a
great message. His life was his
message, loud and clear.

Inspiration

When [ started my work on
telecom, I took inspiration from
Gandhi. The digital technology
must reach all the villages. This
was in early 1980s when I met

Mrs. Indira Gandhi and talked
about transforming India through
telecom and IT, which was quite
anew concept in those days.

Mrs.Gandhi understood it,
supported me. Then Rajiv
Gandhi gave me political will, I
wanted to implement, but the
idea then was exactly opposite to
Western concept. Western world
wanted big switches, big
manufacturing, increasing
telephone density, and Gandhian
thought said, it is all about
connecting villages, smaller
exchanges, rural communication,
distributed architecture,
indigenous talent, low cost, local
manufacturing, local ancillary
industries, and building human
capacity.

It was possible only because
we took Gandhian approach. If

We need people all over the world to think about Gandhi,
promote Gandhi, and make Gandhi relevant today. In the
day of technology, Gandhi is more relevant, especially in

social media.

@

we had taken the Western
approach of importing telephone
exchanges, importing software
for it, we wouldn't be where we
are. Very few people understand
the contribution of Gandhian
thought in our approach to
telecom development, IT
development.

To me, Gandhi comes at three
different which to me emphasize
truth, trust, love, levels. One, at a
personal level, people level,
courage, and conviction.

Gandhi always talked about
courage, Courage was the key to
Gandhian activity on sacrifice,
simplicity. Then at a planet level,
Gandhi meant environment,
needs of the people, bottom-up
development, and dedicating
your life to the service. At a
platform level, Gandhi was a true
believer in democracy, human
rights, freedom, inclusion,
diversity, non-violence, and
Gandhi would have used social
media very effectively to
promote all of these. ¢
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Centenary

Best Seller.......

M. K. Gandhi

hen Mahatma Gandhi }i
began writing ‘The Story

of My Experiments with Truth’ in
1925, a “friend” had resisted —
saying that it was a practice
“peculiar to the West”. Today, the
book is Navajivan Trust’s
bestseller, having sold over one
crore copies since it was first
published 100 years ago on
November 29, 1925, in a
serialised form.

Saturday marks 100 years of
the publication of Mahatma
Gandhi’s autobiography in
Gujarati — Satya na Prayogo
Athva Atmakatha — in his weekly
journal Navajivan in 1925 in a
serialised format. During these

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY

" The Story of my experiments With truth

Gandhi’s autobiography completes
100 years, still topping Navajivan’s
best seller list with over one crore
copies sold.

100 years, the autobiography has remained one of the
most popular literary pieces from Gujarat and has
been translated into around 50 languages across the
world.

On November 29, 1925, the first chapter of
Gandhi’s autobiography was published in
Navajivan. And the serial ended on February 3, 1929.
The autobiography, originally written in the Gujarati
language, was published in a total of 166 chapters. In
asimilar serialised manner, the English translation of
the autobiography was published in Young India,
another weekly journal published by Gandhi. The
first chapter of the English translation was published
on December 3, 1925 and ended in the edition of
Young India dated February 7, 1929.

The English translation of the chapters, except for
chapters 29 to 43, was done by Mahadev Desali,
Gandhi’s secretary. Chapters 29 to 43 were translated
into English by Pyarelal Nayyar owing to Desai’s
absence in Bardoli during an inquiry on the
Bardoli Satyagraha by the Broomfield Committee
in 1928-29.
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The title of the autobiography
in Gujarati is ‘Satya na Prayogo
athva Atmakatha’ whereas, the
title of its English version is ‘An
Autobiography or The Story of
My Experiments with Truth’.

The autobiography was later
published in a book format in two
volumes — Volume I in 1927 and
Volume II in 1929. The
autobiography was made
available in a single book form
from 1940 by the Navajivan.

Gandhi stayed at Sabarmati
Ashram in Ahmedabad when he
wrote the autobiography. He
stayed at the Ashram between
1917 and 1930.

In his introduction to the
autobiography, Gandhi has
indicated that he decided to write
the autobiography in a serialised
manner in chapters for Navajivan
every week. At this juncture, he
also wrote that the idea of writing
an autobiography was resisted by
a “God-fearing friend” who
called it a “practice peculiar to
the West.”

Gandhi noted, “But a God-
fearing friend had his doubts,
which he shared with me on my
day of silence. ‘What has set you

“It has always

been a mystery to

me how men can
feel themselves

honoured by the
humiliation of
their fellow
beings.”

g

‘What I want to achieve—what I

have been striving and pining lo
achieve these thirty years —is
self-realization, to see God face ,

to face, to attain moksha.

M. K. Gandhi

The Ashram, Sabarmati,

26 November 1925

’

the men who shape their
conduct on the authority of
your word, spoken or written,
may be misled? Don’t you
think it would be better not to
write anything like an
autobiography, at any rate just
yet?’”

on this adventure?’ he
asked. ‘Writing an
autobiography is a
practice peculiar to the
West. I know of nobody
in the East having written
one, except amongst
those who have come
under Western influence.
And what will you write?
Supposing you reject
tomorrow the things you
hold as principles today,
or supposing you revise
in the future your plans of
today, is it not likely that

Referring to the friend’s
arguments, Gandhi noted,
“The argument had some
effect on me. But it is not my
purpose to attempt a real
autobiography. I simply want
to tell the story of my
numerous experiments with
truth, and as my life consists
of nothing but those
experiments, it is true that the
story will take the shape of an
autobiography. But I shall not
mind, if every page of it speaks
only of my experiments.”

A century has gone by, but
Gandhi’s autobiography has
remained one of the bestsellers of
Navajivan Trust, the publishing
house established by Gandhi and
which held copyrights on all the
writings of Gandhi till 2009. It
continues to publish Gandhi’s
works including the
autobiography.

Courtesy:Indian Express
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Non-violence shaped global movements

It was Mahatma Gandhi who
changed the very way political
and other protests were organised
with non-violence, or ahimsa, as
the single most important
principle. Non-violence coupled
with civil disobedience helped
end British rule in India, and this
successful model has influenced
modern civil disobedience
movements across the world. The
Dalai Lama and many others
were inspired by his teachings
and made a change without
inciting violence. Since the
1940s many individuals and
movements have adopted
Gandhi’s principles.

In 1940-45, during the Second
World War, the Norwegian Civil
Disobedience by the students of
Oslo University resisted the
fascist power. The protesters

- Michael Patrao

International Day of Non-Violence has been
commemorated on October 2 since 2007 in honour
of Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday, celebrated as
Gandhi Jayanthi. It aims at acknowledging his
novel modes of mass mobilisation in commitment

to the principle of ahimsa.

L N

sustained the momentum by

distributing pamphlets and
various written texts on non-
violence and also by creating ‘an
ice face’, which means refusing
to sit next to German soldiers in
public transport and refusing to
speak German, which was
prevalent as acommon language.

Nelson Mandela, called the
African Gandhi, followed the
timeless philosophy of Gandhiji
and learnt that non-violence was
the best weapon to fight
discrimination and brutality and
establish social justice. The
African National Congress and
allied anti-apartheid groups
carried out non-violent resistance
against racial segregation and
apartheid in South Africa.

Martin Luther King Jr, the
American civil rights leader, was
inspired by Gandhi’s philosophy
to advocate for racial equality

and justice in the United States
through non-violent means. King
came to India in 1959 and visited
several places, which
consolidated his commitment to
nonviolent civil disobedience.
He popularised Gandhian ideas
inthe U.S. and across the world.

The African American Civil
Rights Movement led by King
against racial segregation in
southern states was a non-violent
resistance that included bus
boycotts, sit-ins and mass
demonstrations. The movement
succeeded in bringing about
legislative changes that made
racial segregation illegal.

The Fight for the Larzac, a
region in France, was a non-
violent civil disobedience action
by local farmers resisting the
extension of a military base on the
Larzac plateau. The farmers
organised themselves to persist the

@



AMARA BAAPU CHINTANA
November-December
20295

government effort non-
violently. The decision to
expand the military base was
resolved after 10 years
of resistance from 1970 to
1981, which was absolutely
non-violent.

In the 1980s, Solidarity, a
broad anti-authoritarian social
movement in Poland, used
methods of civil resistance to
advance the causes of workers’
rights and social change.

The non-violent People
Power Revolution led to the
departure of Ferdinand Marcos
in 1986, the end of his 20-year
dictatorship and the restoration
of democracy in the
Philippines. The movement
gained momentum because of
massive human rights
violations, election fraud,
political corruption and other
abuses by the Marcos regime.

During the 1987 to 1990
period, the Baltic states of
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
sustained the unique Singing
Revolution. This was a cycle of
mass demonstrations featuring
spontaneous singing in the
Baltic states. The protesters
sang national and hymns which
were strictly forbidden during
the years of the Soviet

occupation of the Baltic states.
During the movement, people
acted as human shields to protect
radio and TV stations from the
Soviet tanks. These states attained
independence without bloodshed.

During the 1968 Warsaw Pact
invasion of Czechoslovakia, the
people responded to the attack on
their sovereignty with passive
resistance called the Velvet
Revolution, so called due to its
peaceful and non-violent nature
during the transition from a
communist regime to a
democratic government in late
1989. It involved mass protests
and civil disobedience, led by
figures like Vaclav Havel,
without any armed conflict.
Russian troops were frustrated as
street signs were painted over;
their water supply was
mysteriously shut off; buildings
were decorated with flowers,

flags and slogans like “An
elephant cannot swallow a
hedgehog.”

The Monday Demonstrations
between 1989 and 1990 were a
series of peaceful protests against
the authoritarian government of
the German Democratic
Republic of the erstwhile East
Germany that took place every
Monday evening. The revolution
led to the downfall of the
existing government.

The Tunisian Movement of
2011 was a series of mass non-
violent demonstrations against
unemployment and government
corruption. It led to the downfall
of the government in power. The
movement was triggered by the
self-immolation of the vegetable
seller, Mohammed Bouzizi,
which became the rallying point
of the protestors challenging the
authority of the president who
ruled Tunisia for 24 years. Also,
in 2011 the Egyptian protest
movement that began on March
15 led to the downfall of the three
-decade-old Mubarak regime.

There have been a few
instances in the past when violent
movements have resulted in a
pyrrhic victory. As against this,
most non-violent movements
have been long, persistent and
consistent, but finally truth and
justice have prevailed. This time-
tested strategy of Mahatma
Gandhi has never failed. ¢
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Contemporary Challenges and Gandhian Responses

began my work as the 8th
Secretary General of the
United Nations on January lst,
2007. Just five months later, the
United Nations General
Assembly adopted a resolution
designating October 2nd, the
birthday of Mahatma Gandhi as
the International Day of
Nonviolence. This pivotal
resolution recognized the
profound influence of Gandhi's
philosophy, vision, and strategy
of non-violence, which not only
inspired me but also shaped the
lives of many global leaders,
including Martin Luther King Jr.
and Nelson Mandela.

I have long held a deep
admiration and respect for
Mahatma Gandhi. My personal
connection with his legacy began
in 1972 when I visited Rajghat in
New Delhi as a young Korean
diplomat. That visit left a lasting
impression on me. Later, in 2015,
I had the privilege of visiting
Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat
during my tenure as Secretary

In the modern history of the world, Gandhi stands as
the greatest teacher and practitioner of non-
violence.In addition, his leadership continues to
inspire countless movements for change across the
globe. Like many others worldwide.

General of the United Nations. I
was greatly moved and inspired
by the ashram, by its aesthetic
simplicity and pervasive purity.

The theme of this seminar is
Mahatma Gandhi for the 21st
Century. The theme precipitates
me to ask myself, as am sure that
it will cause all of you to ask
yourselves. What are the major
challenges and problems that we,
humanity, are currently facing in
the 21st century? And what are
the main lessons we can learn
from the past and the main
opportunities in the present,
which can help us overcome
those aforementioned challenges
so we can succeed in creating a
brighter world for our future
generations?

- Ban Ki-Moon

In this respect, I would like to
share my reflections with you on
three key challenges in the 21st
century. First, the climate crisis.
Cascading climate change is a
defining threat of our time.
Indeed, if the world fails to reach
the targets and timelines of the
historic Paris Climate Change
Agreement, the consequences is
economies alike, causing a crisis
of environmental displacement
on an uncontrollable scale. It can
also trigger tensions related to
food, water, resources and more,
both within and between
countries. Government, civil
society, organizations, and
businesses around the world have
recognized the inherent dangers
of climate change and the great
urgency of coming together in
cooperation and partnership to
holistically address it.

When India deposited its
instrument of ratification to the
Paris Climate Change Agreement
with the United Nations on the

auspicious day of 2 October
2016. I said then, "What better
way to commemorate Mahatma
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urgency of coming together in
cooperation and partnership to
holistically address it.

When India deposited its
instrument of ratification to the
Paris Climate Change Agreement
with the United Nations on the
auspicious day of 2 October
2016. I said then, "What better
way to commemorate Mahatma
Gandhi and his legacy for people
and planet". In this context, I call
on the Indian government to
demonstrate its elevated climate
leader-ship by making further
efforts to achieve net --zero
emissions by 2050.

The second challenge I would
like to highlight today is closely
interlinked to the imperative of
protecting the planet and its
people through the achievement
of the entire set of tasks of
sustainable development. During
my time as UN Secretary-
General, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the
historic Sustainable Development
Goals SDGs in2015.

I now come to the third
challenge. The 21st century has
witnessed unprecedented
progress in scientific and

technological knowledge that
promotes material prosperity,
which is an indispensable human
need. Yet I often wonder with
sadness and anxiety why we have
become poorer in spiritual
knowledge, which is a requisite

Everyone has a moral responsibility to act wherever
they may be and everyone has a part to play in addressing
the biggest challenges we are facing now and fostering the
creation of a brighter world. Let us expand our collective

efforts to advance peace, sustainability, prosperity,
and dignity for all.

e LY HYH 2

for peace, harmony, and
happiness in our neighborhoods,
communities, countries, and the
world. Indeed, there is a great
strength in diversity, and

countries that celebrate diversity,
and defend democracy, all should
learn from the exemplary life of
Mahatma Gandhi. ¢
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