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Where the mind is without fear

and the head is held high;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been

broken up into fragments by

narrow domestic walls;

Where words come out from

the depth of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches

its arms towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason

has not lost its way into the dreary
desert sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is lead forward by thee
into ever-widening thought and action-
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father,

let my country awake.

— Rabindranath Tagore
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August 15,1947

Here we give pictorial representation of first
Independence Day Celebrations.

Pictorial

A Proud Neharu

lndia’_s First Independence Day
Celebrations in Delhi August 15,1947
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Celebrations

1 India celebrates its Independence
' Day on August 15th, commemorating
the end of British colonial rule in

1947. This day marks the culmination

of the Indian independence
movement, a long and arduous

% struggle against British imperialism.
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From Bondage

s we celebrate this national

day, it may be of interest to
many to know how it all started. It
was in 1608 that the British tryst
with India began. In 1608, the first
ship of the East India Company
named ‘Hector’ with William
Hawkins as its captain arrived at
the Surat port on the coast of
Gujarat. Though the Portuguese
had arrived in India a century and a
decade earlier (1498), it was the
British who eventually dominated
the history of India.

The East India Company
formed by a group of merchants
acquired a Charter from the
British Queen Elizabeth Iin 1600
for exclusive trade with India. the
British obtained permission from
the Mughal Emperor to establish
trade settlements at Surat and
other parts of the Mughal
Empire. From a humble
beginning the East India
Company’s trade and commerce
began to multiply and the
Company established several

East India Company

@

Every year on August 15, the Indian nation
celebrates its Independence Day with great pride
and enthusiasm. It is the day on which in 1947,
the British transferred political power to the
Indians after nearly 200 years of imperial rule
over the country. This day is remembered as the
day on which India shook the chains of bondage
and made a passage to freedom after a long
period of struggle and sacrifice of thousands of
freedom fighters.

trading posts in various parts of
India especially on the east and
west coast including Bombay,
Madras and Calcutta.

For nearly 150 years the East
India Company concentrated on
trade and commerce, carrying
Indian manufactured goods and
spices to Europe and making huge
profits by their sale in England and
other European countries.
Meanwhile, the gradual collapse
of the Mughal Empire and the

- Dr Eugene D’Souza

emergence of regional rulers and
their mutual rivalries drew the
East India Company in the vortex
of the power struggle in India. The
French who had arrived in India
during the later part of the
seventeenth century became trade
and political rivals of the British,
who eventually lost their race to
the British in a bid to establish
political power over India.

The British military success in
the Battle of Plassey (1757)
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To Freedom

against the Nawab of Bengal
marked the beginning of the
imperial ambition of the East
India Company. Under
successive Governors General
British territorial expansion was
achieved with ruthless efficiency.
Major victories were achieved
against Tipu Sultan of Mysore
and the Marathas. Finally, the
conquest of Sindh and
subjugation of the Sikhs led to
the political domination of the
East India Company over the
entire Indian subcontinent. In
some regions, the British
imposed indirect rule over the
nativerulers.

The rule of the East India
Company for a century had
adversely affected practically
every section of the Indian
society. The sepoy rebellion that
broke out in May 1857 was taken
advantage of by the disgruntled
elements including the
dispossessed rulers, landlords,
peasants and artisans and
craftsmen giving it a mask of
general revolt. However, the
Revolt of 1857, the first serious
attempt of the Indians to get rid of
the Company’s rule proved futile
due to lack of unity and
coordination and effective
leadership among the rebels.

Though the Revolt of 1857

failed in its primary purpose of
driving out the British from
India, it succeeded in putting an
end to the Company’s
exploitative rule in India. Queen

Victoria in her famous
Proclamation of 1858 transferred
political power from the East
India Company to the British
Crown and the Queen became the
Empress of India.

The British cannot be absolved
of their responsibility in ruining
India’s economic structure. While
their land revenue policy ruined
the peasants and drove them to
poverty and misery, their
commercial policy proved
disastrous to Indian industries

especially the textile
manufacturers. Following the
Industrial Revolution in England,
the British authorities converted
India into a huge market for their
manufactured goods and a source
of raw materials. The net result of
the British economic policies in
India was the drain of huge
amount of wealth from India to
England.

Positive

On the other hand the British
rule over India had some positive
results. They established the
principle of equality They also
established a hierarchy of law
courts and drafted the Indian
Penal Code. The introduction and

Industrial-Revolution Railways & Telegraph
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spread of the English education
and establishment of the
Universities in 1857 at Bombay,
Madras and Calcutta led to the
emergence of anew urban middle
class which was receptive to the
idea of socio-religious reforms
and later actively participated in
the freedom movement. Through
various social legislations the
British government tried to
abolish such inhuman practices
as ‘Sati’ and female infanticide.

Introduction of railways and
telegraph in the mid nineteenth
century and the construction of a
network of roads and bridges
facilitated travel, transport and
communication between
different parts of the country.

After 1858, local political
associations especially in
Bengal, Maharashtra and Madras
came to be organized with the
aim of securing reforms in
various fields from the British
government. A retired British
civil servant, Allan Octavian
Hume founded the Indian
National Congress in 1885 which
became a common forum to
nationalist leaders from different
parts of the country. Initially, the
primary objective of the Indian
National Congress was to secure
political, economic and other
reforms from the British rulers.
However, gradually the Indian
National Congress became the
official organization of India’s
freedom struggle.

Gandhi Emergence

With the emergence of
Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian
national movement acquired a
new direction from 1920
onwards. With the doctrine of
‘Satyagraha’and non-violence as
his credo, Mahatma Gandhi
launched a movement against the

@

Bhagat Singh

mighty British Empire with non-
cooperation and civil
disobedience as his weapons.

A number of leaders and
thousands of followers accepted
Mahatma Gandhi’s principles of
‘Satyagraha’ and non-violence
and plunged into the freedom
struggle that has few parallels in
the history of national movement
in any country of the world.
Thousands of freedom fighters
sacrificed their lives for the sake
of freedom. Millions of people
including nationalist leaders
underwent many years of
imprisonment.

As the freedom struggle
reached its penultimate stage, the
British realized the futility of
holding on to their Indian
possession and made a number of
proposals through various
diplomatic missions to chalk out
the programme of final transfer
of power to the Indian hands after
the end of the War. Meanwhile,

the Muslim demand for Pakistan
ultimately led to the partition of
Indian sub-continent into two
nations-India and Pakistan.

At the mid-night of August
14-15, 1947, the Union Jack, the
symbol of British political power
over India was lowered from the
flag post and its place was taken
by the Indian tri-colour
indicating the passage of India
from bondage to freedom.
Jawaharlal Nehru’s ‘Tryst with
destiny’ speech in the Constituent
Assembly summed up the pain
that the country had undergone
and hope for the future.

Besides the Indian National
Congress other organizations,
groups and individuals
contributed to the freedom
struggle. Peasants, factory
workers, tribals and many others
participated in the national
movement. The martyrdom of
Sardar Bhagat Singh and his
companions and the role of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in
leading the Indian National
Army (Azad Hind Fauj) from out
side India are the glorious
chapters in the history of India’s
freedom struggle.

Thus, after nearly two
centuries of bondage under the
British rule, on August 15, 1947,
India passed to the light of
freedom.

Source: Internet
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A Path To New Freedom

Hind Swaraj, written by Mahatma
Gandhi in 1909, still can show in the
way out of the morass India's sinking
into. We need a new Hind swaraj, Says
Prabhash Joshi.

ahatma Gandhi was 40-years old when he

wrote Hind Swaraj. He had gone to
England to hold talks with the British
government on problems faced by the Indian
community in South Africa. He wrote the book
on the ship during his return journey in just 10
days-between 13 and 22 November, 19009.
Gandhi had said that he was so passionate about
writing the book that the 'Sermon on the Mount'
in the Bible, too, was an out come of a
similar compulsion. No wonder, Hind Swaraj
when published in America was titled
'Sermon on the Sea'.

This book is said to be the cornerstone of
Gandhi's thoughts. It is said that whatever he
wrote later in life was an extension of his
thoughts in Hind Swaraj. The genesis of 100
volumes-Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi, too, is believed to be in this book. The
book was originally written in Gujarati and
later translated into English by Gandhi himself.

In the book, he has at no point mentioned
nation for rashtra, nor race for people, The
differentiation gets lost in Hindi and English
translations, Gandhi has instead used the word
praja. In Gujarati the word praja means
prajapati or Brahma and not just people. In fact,
Gandhi's interpretation of nationality is
synonymous with praja.

When he was writing the book, Gandhi too
was confirmed with a kind of globalisation as
we are today. The globalization during his time
was dominated by European nations who were
establishing colonies in different parts of the
world and exploiting the resources of those
colonies to fuel industrial revolution in their
own countries. The globalization then was at
the behest of the State. Today, market forces
shape it. Today it is no longer necessary to
come to another country to exert control over
its resources. For the kind of globalization or
neo-imperialism we face today only one thing
is necessary-to be able to send investment and
by-products of that investment into the local
market without any check or curbs. This means
that whatever we have produced or built on our
own should be sacrificed at the altar of foreign
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economic forces. The aim of
today's globalization is to convert
us into a consumerist society, not
aproductive society.

The investment that we today
seek so fervently, nearly 80
percent of that is put into the stock
markets. Thus making money out
of the money is the real business
not using that money to produce
something. The aim is to sell their
products in our markets. They tell
our farmers: Leave farming
because we have
farm products which
is much cheaper than
yours, so buy from
us. They tell our
entrepreneurs. Shut
your units because
we have much
cheaper and better
products so buy from
us. They will tell us

that our country

needs good
governance. For that, they say
your political representatives are
not good enough and you need the
help of specialists. And these
specialists are those who have
been trained in the World Bank to
build this new world. Therefore, if
for this you have to compromise
on democratic principles, do so
because 'good governance' is
better than democracy.

Gandhi had told the British to
leave our country saying that
even our mismanagement is
much more desirable than their
rule. They are telling us that our
'good governance' is better than
your 'Swaraj' as it is run by
specialists and not politicians.
One of my secretary friends in the
South Block told me that World
Bank chooses the most efficient
Indian bureaucrats and pays them
for a year to work with it. It gives
huge allowances to them and

g

their families and teaches them
their concept of 'good
governance'. A main part of the
process is to devalue politicians.
As a result, political
representatives lose respect. It
thus, becomes easy to replace this
loss of respect with the mon-
liberal Washington consensus."' It
is the design of this neo-liberal
consensus to cut the links
between educated people of the
country from Swaraj and to
attach them with the shallow and
non-Indian new world built on
the principles of market. The
aim-to take away the educated
class from its roots.

In 1947, we kept Hind Swaraj
aside and followed the example
of Soviet Union in running our
economy and social and political
systems . In 1989, when the
Soviet Union broke, we did not
try to search for our own path. We

agreed to walk on the path
that the World Bank had
already paved. So between
1947 and 1989, when we
had the freedom to follow
Hind Swaraj, we followed
Soviet Union and today we
are following America. How
did we leave the path of
Hind Swaraj that was
espoused by Mahatma
Gandhi behind whom the
whole nation fought for
Independence?

Mahatma

Gandhi said: "There

is no doubt that this

(Indian) is the best
civilization. But it

must be taken into

account that all
civilizations have

been tested. Only

that civilization

could survive which

had the resilience.

Since there were some
shortcomings among Indians,
their civilization got into
problems. But the whole of India
didn't get into problems. Only
those suffered who came under
the influence of Western Culture.
When we become slaves we start
thinking that the whole world is a
slave. But this is not true. If we
become free, then India would
become free. The definition of
freedom is inherent in this
thought. Once we learn to rule on
our self, Swaraj will be attained."

Swaraj for Gandhi did not just
mean our own government
elected by our own people. For
him Swaraj meant freedom of
body and soul for each Indian.
We cannot be truly free till we
shrug off the dependence we
have on consumer goods. we
need anew Hind Swaraj. 5;1‘}
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The Gandhian Philosophy of Spinning Wheel

he book “The Gandhian Philosophy Of

Spinning-Wheel” is indeed a golden book
published on the eve of the Golden Jubilee of Indian
Republic in the new millennium. Professor Mohit
Chakrabarti has made a commendable effort to trace
out the philosophical background of the spinning-
wheel and to highlight the various aspects of the
spinning wheel from the Gandhian angle.

The book is strengthened by seven chapters running
into about 105 pages, making a thin bound small
volume dedicated two different Gandhian educational
thinkers, Dr. Mahendra Kumar, Editor of Gandhi
Marg, and Professor Dilip Kumar Sinah, Vice-
Chancellor of Vishwa Bharati University, Shanti
Niketan, created by Rabindranath Tagore. It is obvious
that the author of the book has not only sought
blessings but has also borrowed their ideas to design
this book. It is obviously based on the library research
with the original writings of Mahatma Gandhi and on
the secondary sources. Besides, a creative thinking of
the author is also reflected through the figures and
diagrams, highlighting the paramount important of the
spinning-wheel which serves as a focal point of the
child’s growth and development of personality.

To begin with, the author makes an attempt to spell
out the aims and objectives of the spinning-wheel in
the first chapters. As an inward sprit, the spinning-
wheel, as Mahatma Gandhi introspects, epitomizes
man as a divine being. As an outward spirit, it
emphasizes self-help, self-service, self-contentment,
and austerity. The dream of the spinning-wheel, as he

S. Narayanaswamy discusses the
book, The Gandhian Philosophy of
Spinning-Wheel, by Mohit
Chakrabarti, Concept Publishing
Company, New Delhi, 2000.

visualizes, is the dream of a better emancipation of
man as an individual and social being.

However, the author emphatically argues that
true Swaraj and prosperity of society can be
visualized and realized only through the spinning-
wheel being the centre of all handicraft. The concept
of nonviolence and the spinning-wheel is discussed
in chapter four. The author points out that the
concept of sacrifice well nurtured in Gandhi’s
concept of nonviolence and the spinning-wheel is
also at the root of his concept of the spinning-wheel.
When Gandhi associates nonviolence with the
spinning-wheel, he actually makes a unison of
worship with work and he considers the spinning-
wheel the best symbol of nonviolence.

An eleven-page scholarly analysis of the book
under chapter five highlights the religious
dimensions of the spinning-wheel. It instills the true
concept of religion by means of the spinning-wheel
which Gandhi calls “Sarvadharma Samanatva”.
This chapter clearly indicates that Gandhi is always
in favour of a new religion that teaches how to
safeguard and enrich self-respect and self-
development of each individual.

There is no doubt that this book will change the
minds of the younger generations and the attitude of
the people in the new millennium and the centuries
to come. On the whole, Mohit Chakrabarti’s efforts
deserve full praise, especially for his deft handling
ofboth primary and secondary sources.

The book is a scholarly piece of work, which
deserves careful reading by social scientists,
planners, and administrators, especially at a time
when the love for auto machines and electronic
goods is increasing and new perspectives as well as
alternatives are being heralded.

Source: Gandhi Marg-Quarterly Journal
of the Gandhi Peace Foundation,
Vol. 22, No. 3, Oct-Dec 2000
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Gandhi's Principles more Relevant Today

Mahatma Gandhi's principle
of non-violence is more
relevant today given the
terrorism being MP Ravi Shankar

Prasad said in London on Sunday
(June 1,2025).

All-party delegation led by
Ravi Shankar Prasad in a meeting
with High Commissioner of India
to the United Kingdom (U.K.)
Vikram Kumar Doraiswami on
India-U.K. bilateral relations
during their visit for Operation
Sindoor Global Outreach, in
London on Sunday (June 1,2025).
| Photo Credit: ANI

Mr. Prasad, who is lead the
all-party delegation in Europe as
part of India’s diplomatic
outreach following the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam that claimed
26 lives, marked the official start
of the U.K. visit by paying floral
tributes to B.R. Ambedkar and
Mahatma Gandhi and addressing
a massive community gathering
at the High Commission of India.

"Mahatma Gandhi's principle
is all the more relevant today, of
non-violence, of truth, of amity, of
sadbhav (goodwill). In this age of
terrorism sponsored from
across the border by Pakistan,
his message is equally important,"
he said.

Earlier, the delegation explored
the Ambedkar Museum in north
London, where the leaders
reflected upon the enduring legacy

“It is a matter of great pride
for us that right in the heart
of London before the great
statue of Mahatma Gandhi,

we have come to pay our
respects and offer flowers”

- Ravi Shankar Prasad

All Participants Deligates in London

of the chief architect of the Indian
Constitution.

"Babasaheb Ambedkar gave
us a very important document
through which we live by - the
Constitution-which we strive for,
which we have been fighting for
and ensuring that the idea of
inclusivity, justice and equality
for all is maintained in true spirit
and not just in words," said Rajya
Sabha MP Priyanka Chaturvedi.

Their tributes to the founding
fathers of the nation were
followed by the nine-member
team being received by Indian
High Commissioner to the U.K.
Vikram Doraiswami at India
House in London, where hundreds
of community leaders and
members of the Indian diaspora
had assembled waving tricolours
and chanting 'Bharat Mata Ki Jai'.

The evening opened with a
rendition of the Indian National
Anthem and was interspersed
with applause and chants in
praise of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

"The delegation here belongs
to different parties with different
ideologies, but when it comes to
the interest of our country, we all
stand here united, not belonging
to different parties but as
Indians," said MP Daggubati
Purandeswari.

“It is a global reality, and to
pretend that this is something
that happens only occasionally
that Indians have to live with is a
grave mistake... the time has
come for the world to take it
more seriously." The community
gathering was followed by a
private dinner with the U.K.'s
shadow foreign secretary, Priti
Patel, and her team from the
Opposition Conservative Party.

"The delegation reaffirmed
India's united stance and
unwavering commitment to
combating terrorism in all its
forms," the High Commission of
India in London said in a
statement.
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