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Take Shelter

Take shelter at Gandhi's feet,
Sing hymns of his virtues.

He gave up all that was Western,
And held the spinning wheel!

He gave up alcohol and liquor,

Now, you drink milk and buttermilk!

He gave up meat and fish,

Now, you eat roti with jaggery!
Leave aside witches and demons,
Now, you worship Lord Ram!

He gave up envy and enmity,

Now, you love and care for all!
Deceit and cheating he doesn't like,
On the path of truth he does strive!
... Mind, this is the last chance!!!

From the book, ‘GANDHIII’
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One is reminded of the story
of the three masons. When

asked what he was doing, one of
them said, ‘I am cutting stones.’
Another said, ‘I am earning my
livelihood.’ The third said, ‘I am
building a cathedral.” In
Jawaharlal Nehru’ days we in
the Foreign Office had the
feeling that we were building
the cathedral of peace.”

In his address to the US
Congress in 1949, Nehru spelt
out the aims of India’s foreign
policy as “the preservation of
world peace and the
enlargement of human
freedom.” His founding
foreign policy vision for the
country has seemed noble
and wholesome ever sincel |
encountered it in my high
school classes. Its inherent
faith in humanity and life-
affirming stance stood out
with greater poignancy
when I paused to mull over
his legacy on his 135th
birth anniversary recently.
The total takeover of
realpolitik considerations &

@

Nehru and the

In his autobiography, Many

in world affairs at present where
countries with clout aren’t
showing the slightest idealism to
halt the military violence in
Ukraine and Palestine
graphically contrasted with
Nehruvian ideals.

Non-alignment, the phrase
that commonly conveys
Nehru’s original idea that India
and other formerly colonised
countries, and indeed any
country for that matter, should
not take sides with either of the
Cold War rivals but retain the

Worlds (1965), KPS Menon,
the distinguished Indian
diplomat and civil servant,
writes:
architect of India’s foreign
policy. We officials were but
' artisans. Yet, in working
» under him, we felt that we
were more than artisans”.

“Nehru was the

freedom to decide on global
matters independently, on a
case-by-case basis, was not, in
his words, “a negative and
neutral policy” but “a positive
and vital policy that flows from
our struggle for freedom and
from the teachings of Mahatma
Gandhi.” It cares that societies
are not subjugated by foreign
powers, that justice prevails,
that disease and destitution are
eliminated everywhere, that
countries reduce armament
expenditure.
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World Order

Dimensions

There are other dimensions
to Nehru’s philosophy of
world relations. Apart from
the familiar notion of peace as
the absence of war, his view of
peace encompasses the
abstinence of violence inside
the self as well as in human
relations at large. In the same
address to the US Congress,
he explained: “Throughout
her long history she (India)
has stood for peace, and every
prayer that an Indian raises &
ends with an invocation to
peace. It was out of this ancient
and yet young India that
Mahatma Gandhi arose and he
taught us a technique of action
that was peaceful; yet it was
effective and yielded results
that led us not only to freedom
but to friendship with those
with whom we were, till
yesterday, in conflict.” Nehru’s
espousal of of peaceful
resistance (satyagraha) as a
means of attaining as well as
securing peace lifts foreign
policy away from the narrow
sense of strategic diplomacy
between governments and
imbues it with deep moral
responsibility.

'S

B . G
.?J'#“ r- i - o

In Nehru’s world,
cooperation is the defining
attitude between countries and
aspirations for world
dominance or regional one
upmanship are wholly absent. A
peaceful co-existence with a
commitment to avoid military
and other hostilities also help
define norms of interaction
between countries. Reposing
trust and faith in humanity to

- Chandan Gowda

“a negative and
neutral policy” but
“a positive and vital

policy that flows from
our struggle for
freedom and from
the teachings of
Mahatma Gandhi.”

shaped the ethos of Third
World foreign policy,
especially in the wake of the
Bandung Conference in 1955,
continue to have great ethical
appeal. They are, without
doubt, a major contribution to
modern political thought.
Exposing the various military
and trading blocs in the present
as so many selfish
arrangements, they still hold out
potential for achieving ethical
clarity, for restoring sanity and
hope, athome and abroad.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald
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Apostle of Peace and Nonviolence

andhi non-violence and

Satyagraha ideology not
only directed the Indian freedom
struggle, but also inspired many
leaders and movements around
the world-like Martin Luther
King Jr.’s civil rights movement
in America, Nelson Mandela’s
struggle in South Africa, and
many other movements Those
who were seeking justice in non-
violent ways.

However, some other great
men in entire human history have
also been well known for their
commitment to peace and non-
violence: Gautam Buddha, Jesus
Christ, Leo Tolstoy - Russian
author and thinker, whose
Christianity-based morality and
non-violent thinking deeply
affected Gandhi and other
innumerable noble souls.

Political Struggles

Yet, in the context of political
struggles and mass movements in
the modern era, Mahatma
Gandhi remains the most
inspiring and prestigious symbol
of peace and non-violence even
today.

Mahatma Gandhi is widely
recognized as the “Apostle of
Peace and Nonviolence” in
modern human history.His

@

Non-violence is the
first article of my faith.
Itis also the last article

of my creed.

Gardhi
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Mahatma Gandhi is
widely recognized as
the "pioneer of peace
and non-violence" in
modern human
history.

philosophy of Ahimsa
(nonviolence) and Satyagraha
(truth-force) inspired not only the
Indian freedom struggle but also
global leaders and movements-
such as Martin Luther King Jr. in
the American civil rights
movement, Nelson Mandela in
South Africa, and others
advocating justice through
nonviolent means.

However, across the broader
span of human history, other
figures have also been revered
for their commitment to peace
and nonviolence:

Gautama Buddha - Preached
compassion, inner peace, and
nonviolence (Ahimsa) centuries
before Gandhi.

Jesus Christ - Advocated
love, forgiveness, and turning the
other cheek in response to
violence.

Leo Tolstoy - Russian writer
and thinker whose Christian

anarchism and pacifism deeply
influenced Gandhi.

Still, in the context of political
struggle and mass movements in
the modern era, Mahatma
Gandhi remains the most iconic
apostle of peace and non-
violence.

Live as if you were
to die tomorrow,

Learn as if you were
to live forever.
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t one point of time, the

British colonial enterprise
gloated that the sun never set on
the British Empire. A simple half-
clad man in a dhoti galvanised
people, shook that mighty
empire, and contributed to the
Independence of India.

American journalist Webb
Miller was an eyewitness to the
Dandi march. Commenting on
the police violence on unarmed
satyagrahis at Dharasana, he
expressed disbelief about how
they did not even raise their arms
to fend off blows from steel-
tipped lathis, despite being
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beaten to pulp. As one row of
injured satyagrahis were
removed by the volunteers,
another row boldly took their
position. Looking back, Gandhi
was an extraordinary
communicator who united

Message

In his very simple and
yet profound words,
Mahatma Gandhi
inspired millions of
Indians to wage a heroic
struggle against colonial
rule and succeeded in
securing freedom that
Indians cherish today.
Armed with twin pillars
of truth and non-
violence, he also inspired
many similar movements
across the world.

- YSR Murthy

millions of men and women and
imbued them with a higher

purpose.

Today, when we look around,
we find serious challenges to
international peace and security
and even threats of the use of
nuclear weapons. The world is
yearning for peace and is waiting
for an apostle of peace like
Gandhi. Many decades ago,

Mahatma Gandhi identified ‘Seven Sins’ which

must be shunned: “wealth without work; pleasure
without conscience; knowledge without character;
commerce without morality; science without
| humanity; religion without sacrifice; and politics
#l without principles." We find numerous examples of
these sins in our midst today. Despite Gandhi
sceptics and Gandhi-baiters, his message has an

enduring relevance.
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Gandhi said, “Peace will not
come out of a clash of arms but
outof justice lived and done...”

There are many important
things to learn from his life and
teachings. He held a high regard
for service and tried to see God
through the service of humanity.
In his own profound words,
Gandhi said, “The best way to
find yourselfis to lose yourselfin
the service of others." In a world
wrecked by crude inequities, his
message is very significant.
Gandhi urged everyone to be the
change they wanted to see in the
world.

Today, we find many people
are being discriminated based on
gender, caste, race, religion,
national or social origin, sexual
orientation, disability, or any
other status. Speaking about
discrimination and the need to
address it, Mahatma Gandhi said,
“It has always been a mystery to
me how men can feel themselves
honoured by the humiliation of
their fellow beings.”

As we proceed towards the
goal of a Viksit Bharat by 2047,
Gandhi’s enduring vision of
wiping the tear from every eye
will be significant. In fact, he
gave a talisman for determining
whether a particular action is
right or wrong. He said that when

-
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you are overcome by any doubt in
this regard, please recall the
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poorest and weakest person
whom you may have seen and
ask yourself if the step you
contemplate is going to be of any
use to him. A very powerful test
indeed for our administrators,
lawmakers, and the general
public. There is a lot more we
need to do to inculcate his
ideas, practice them every day,
and make our nation a
prosperous one.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald
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Gandhism

andhianism starts with the

famous line — “ Simple
living and high thinking’ and its
objective is to transform the
individual and society.
Therefore, in the turbulent times
where the world is grappled with
so many problems, it is
imperative to strive to inculcate
Gandhian philosophy in various
facets of life and governance.

Major Gandhian Ideologies

Truth and Non-violence:
They are the twin cardinal
principles of Gandhian thoughts.

For Gandhiji, truth is the
relative truth of truthfulness in

. mﬂ(ﬂlons_ -: -

This article is based on “Thinking of Gandhi
Today” which was published in the Economic and
Political weekly. It talks about the relevance of
Gandhism in present times.

word and deed, and the absolute
truth - the ultimate reality. This
ultimate truth is God (as God is
also Truth) and morality - the
moral laws and code - its basis.

Non-violence, far from
meaning mere peacefulness
or the absence of overt violence,
is understood by Mahatma
Gandhi to denote active love - the
pole opposite of violence, in
every sense.
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Satyagraha: Gandhiji called
his overall method of nonviolent
action Satyagraha. It means the
exercise of the purest soul-force
against all injustice, oppression
and exploitation.

It is a method of securing
rights by personal suffering and
not inflicting injury on others.

Sarvodaya: Sarvodaya is a
term meaning 'Universal Uplift'
or 'Progress of All'. The term was
first coined by Gandhiji as the
title of his translation of John
Ruskin's tract on political
economy, "Unto This Last".

Swaraj: Although the swaraj
means self-rule, Gandhiji gave it
the content of an integral
revolution that encompasses all
spheres of life.

For Gandhiji, swaraj of
people meant the sum total of the
swaraj (self-rule) of individuals

@
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and so he clarified that for him
swaraj meant freedom for the
meanest of his countrymen. And
inits fullest sense, swaraj is much
more than freedom from all
restraints, it is self-rule, self-
restraint and could be equated
with moksha or salvation.

Swadeshi: The word
swadeshi derives from Sanskrit
and is a conjunction of two
Sanskrit words. ‘Swa’ means
self or own and ‘desh’ means
country. So swadesh means
one's own country. Swadeshi,
the adjectival form, means of
one’s own country, but can be
loosely translated in most
contexts as self-sufficiency.

Swadeshi is the focus on
acting within and from one's
own community, both
politically and economically.

It is the interdependence of
community and self-
sufficiency.

Secularism: Gandhianism
was tolerant towards all religions
and the world today needs more
and more religiously and faith

g

wise tolerant
people in societies
where violence is
committed in the
name of religion.
Tolerance in the
society will help in
neutralizing the
ethnocentric bias in

. the globe that is
taking place day by

« day on the basis of
religion, caste,
ethnicity and region
etc.

Creation of

 Casteless Society:

Gandhiji was

against the caste

system and coined the term

Harijan to pay respect to the

lower caste people. As the Caste

system 1is still prevalent in the

Indian society, the Gandhian

philosophy is useful to create a

casteless society where

everyone is treated equally
irrespective of their caste.

Gandhian Socialism:
Gandhian view of socialism is
not political but more social in
its approach, as Gandhiji
thought of a society with no
poverty, no hunger, no
unemployment and education
and health for all.

Cleanliness: Gandhiji laid
great emphasis upon
cleanliness or Swacchta, as he
used to say- ‘Swacchta
Hin Seva’. The recent
Swacchta Bharat Abhiyaan,
the biggest cleanliness drive of
India, is to fulfill the dream of
Bapu by making India clean.
Along with clean roads, toilets
for a clean India we require a
corruption free society with
greater levels of transparency
and accountability too.

Sustainable Environment:
Gandhiji held that “Earth has
enough for Human needs, But
not for Human greed’s”.

Gandhiji’s political contributions offered us Independence but
his ideologies enlightened India as well as the world even today
after so many years. Every individual, thus, should follow the
key Gandhian ideologies in their day to day life for a happy,
prosperous, healthy, harmonious and sustainable future.

Courtesy: Economic & Political weekly
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As a part of the Indian
struggle for Independence,
Gandhi started a movement for

economic regeneration and
economic self-reliance.  He

called i1t the Swadeshi
movement. The movement not
only included the indigenous
manufacture of essential goods,
but also the boycott of foreign
goods. It was widely believed
that the country-wide campaign
for the boycott of foreign textiles
had an adverse effect on the
British textile industry which
was centred in Lancashire. It
was also believed that the Indian
boycott of textiles from
Lancashire contributed to
unemployment and consequent
suffering for the textile workers
of Lancashire.

Gandhi was aware of the
resentment and anger and anti-
Indian feelings that were
spreading in Lancashire. He
wanted the workers of
Lancashire to know that his
movement was not aimed at
them, but was only aimed at
protecting the identical rights and
interests of the Indian workers.
He therefore availed himself of

'Lf

an early opportunity to visit
Lancashire on September 22. He
wanted to meet the people who
were hit hard by the boycott
movement. “I am pained”, he
said, “at the unemployment here.
But here is no starvation or semi-
starvation. In India we have both.
If you went to the villagers, you
would find utter despair in the
eyes of the villagers; you would
find half-starved skeletons,
living corpses.

If India could revive them by
putting life and food into them in
the shape of work, Indian would
help the world. Today India is a
curse. You have three million
unemployed but we have three
hundred million
unemployed
for half the year. |
Your average
unemployment dole
is seventy shillings. |
Our average income
is only seven shillings
and six pence a
month. Even in your
misery, you are
comparatively happy.
I do not grudge that
happiness. I wish

yc ott @ foreign goods

well to you all, but do not think of
prospering on the tombs of the
poor millions of India. I do not
want for India an isolated life at
all, but I do not want to depend on
any country for my food and
clothing. Whilst we may devise
means for tiding over the present
crisis, you should cherish no
hope of reviving the old
Lancashire trade. Do not
attribute your misery to India.
Think of the world forces that are
powerfully working against you.
See things in the dry light of
reason.”

He stayed for two days in
Lancashire and argued the
Congress case with the working
people. “Do you wish to prosper
by stealing their morsel of bread
from the mouth of the Indian
spinner and weaver, and their
hungry children?” he asked the
Lancashire mill operatives.
Their curiosity was aroused, and
they asked questions about the
agricultural conditions in India
and why the standard of
living was so poor, and so on.
“We understand each other now,”
they said. “It is a privilege to

have seen Mr. Gandhi, a mighty
force thrown up by the
awakemng East
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book completes

Mohandas K. Gandhi’s story
that began in Restless as Mercury:
My Life as a Young Man. That
work contained the story of
Gandhi’s life in his words from the
time of his childhood until 1914
when, after the satyagraha
launched by him in South Africa
for redressing wrongs suffered
there by the Indian community
had ended in a measure of success,
hereturned to India.

In this volume, we follow
Gandhi’s story from the time he
returned to India-his hopes,
challenges, jail stints, fasts,
relationship with his family, and
more-completing his narrative in
his own words right up to the last
day ofhis life.

The account is divided into four
sections: in Book 1 (1914-18),
Gandhi launches his first
satyagraha in India with the
indigo growers of Bihar followed
by the industrial satyagraha with
mill workers in Ahmedabad.

Book 2 (1920-29) sees the launch
of the non-cooperation movement

@

[ Am an Ordinary Man:

India’s Struggle for Freedom (1914-1948)

By: Gopalkrishna Gandhi (Editor)
Pages:456 pages (Hardcover)
Published By:Aleph Book Company / Rupa Publications

and the adoption of ahimsa as an
article of faith higher than all other
beliefs, practices, and commitments.
The protests against the Simon
Commission lead to lathi charges,
following which Lala Lajpat Rai
dies, galvanizing the movement for
swaraj.

In Book 3 (1930-39), with
complete independence having
been set as the struggle’s goal,
Gandhi is once again at India’s
political helm. He leads about
eighty satyagrahis from the
Sabarmati Ashram to a coastal
site in the village of Dandi, 241
miles away, to protest against the
salt tax and the Salt Act as
emblems of British exploitation.
The historical Poona Pact is
signed, in which Gandhi’s
proposal for reserved seats
within a common electorate is
accepted by Ambedkar. Gandhi
starts the English journal
Harijan, with Gujarati and Hindi
versions.

In Book 4 (1940-48), we see civil
disobedience revived. The debate
with Jinnah on his demand for
Pakistan intensifies.Kasturba,
Gandhi’s lifelong companion,
dies, leaving him bereft. I Am an
Ordinary Man (this is how Gandhi
described himself at a Congress
meeting in Madras on 30 January
1946) is the extraordinary account
of Gandhi’s life in his own words.

A valuable addition to Gandhi’s books, these books
give the struggle of his early years in South Africa
and later freedom Movement.

Restless as Mercury

“Outside the walls (of Porbandar),
the sea was almost within stone’s
throw.” For the boy who was born
in a seaside town in Gujarat, travel
would be in his destiny. Restless as
Mercury is the story of the first 45
years of Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi’s life, from his childhood
in Porbandar and education in
London to his early career and
growth as an activist, organiser
and leader of a mass movement in
South Africa. For anyone else, this
itself would be the measure of a
full and meaningful life. For
Gandhi, who was sui generis,
these were his formative years.
The special thing about the book is
thatitis in Gandhi’s own words.
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“Eternal Peace on
the Path of Truth”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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