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Take shorter
showers

Turn off the
water while
brushing
your teeth

Practice
Rain
Water
Harvesting

SAVE WATER
SAVE LIFE

Use your
automatic
washing machine
for full loads only

Don’t let the
Taps run

while you

clean vegetables

DLic

LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA

Turn

off the water
while
shaving

o

Check
Taps

and pipes
for leaks

0
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Check your
toilet for
leakages
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My Life 15 My Messmge....

Though Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi or ' Mahatma Gandhi ' is known and remembered as the
supreme leader of the Indian freedom struggle, his main aim in life was always the attainment of truth.
He was always a philosopher and his philosophy was always practical and down-to- earth. He did not
believe in empty metaphysical argument or merely building complex structures of idea but always tried to
implement his idea in everyday practice.

Gandhi equates salvation ('Moksha', as he calls it) with self-realisation. He equates self-realisation with
the realisation of God . And he equates God with truth . Thus , he gives his unique interpretation of Advaita
Vedanta.

Gandhi defines God as truth . By ' truth ' he does not mean subjective or relative truth , but the absolute
truth, ' the Eternal principle ', thatis God. As he says, "  worship God as truth only .I have not yet found him
but I am trying seeking after him and daily the conviction is growing upon me that he alone is real and all else
isunreal ".(The story of my experiment with Truth P.4)

Later on, Gandhi went one step further to say ' Truth is God ' . Thus for him truth was the sovereign
principle of morality and it was also through a perfect vision of truth can only follow a complete realisation
of Ahimsa .To see the universal and all- pervading spirit of truth face to face one must be able to love the
meanest of creation as oneself . (My experiment with truth , p.401-2).

For Gandhi , Truth and Ahimsa are so intertwined that it is practically impossible to disentangle and
separate them . As he puts it , Ahimsa is the means and Truth is the end . Thus, Ahimsa becomes our supreme
duty and Truth becomes God . " Truth exists , it alone exists. It is the only God and there is but one way of
realising". (Collected works . vol 44,p . 59).

Thus, Ahimsa is the fundamental means by which Truth can be realised , that is , Moksha can be
achieved. Ahimsa includes non-violence in thought , feeling and action and also means total humility , love ,
compassion and service .

The idea of Satyagraha is the logical culmination of the ideals of truth and non-violence.Gandhi used
Satyagraha - passive resistance- as a strategy very successfully during the freedom struggle and in fact , it
remains the most important aspect of the Gandhian thought .The novelty of this concept was the
re-interpretation of both , the political action and the political aim in religious terms.

Gandhi's political thought is obviously influenced by his religious ideas and therefore truth and non-
violence are the important aspects . He also gives equal importance to the means with which to achieve the
end. For him, the end does not justify the means .

The 1deal society envisaged by Gandhi would be a class-less and state society , where every village will
be a self - sufficient unit . There will be no cities , and no heavy industry and there will be no need for the
police and the counts and pressers. Political power will be completely de-centralized and voluntary
co-operation will characterize economic, political and social relations.

Thus, in Gandhi, the saint and the politician go in hands , proclaiming the power of truth , non-violence,
love and peace.

Courtesy : VandeMataram.com

In the following pages let us revisit Gandhian Thoughts on different
aspects of life. On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanthi a relook at his
thoughts is more relevant....
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reat men have always

been struggled and
fought against the prevailing
social evils and human suffering,
history of humanity shows it.
One among of them is great man
Gandhi in human history. Gandhi
responded to the challenges of
the given historical situations. He
realized the historical necessities
of his times and tried to actualize
the needs and inspirations of the
people in his own way.

The issue of non-violence and
global peace raises certain
philosophical and moral questions
such as- What is the meaning of
non-violence. Does non-violence
the only solution to the ills of an
age threatened by nuclear
weapons? Does peace possible in
a world where a vast majority of
people live under conditions of
ignorance, hunger, poverty,
injustice, and tyranny?
Do violence and war rooted in
human nature? Does non-
violence and peace presuppose
moral transformation of
individuals? What is the ultimate
goal of humanity? In what
direction it is progressing?
Is peace possible without
unifying moral principles and
ethical ideals to the whole of
humanity?

The Origins of Gandhi's Non-
Violence

Gandhi's secularism and
openness to all kinds of
theological and philosophical
schools is well-known. It was
through an assimilation of various
concepts and philosophical tenets
that Gandhi arrived at his own
understanding of non-violence.
Jainism and Buddhism were the

48
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The greatest and the most unique contribution of

India to the contemporary world is the message of
non-violence and peace. Especially the technique
of Satyagraha or non-violent are direct action,

formulated and practiced by Gandhi.

most important inﬂuences that
lay behind the foundation of
Gandhi's non-violence theory.
Both Jainism and Buddhism
preached non-violence as the
basic principle of existence. All
other thoughts and actions
propagated by these two
religious schools were based on
this base of non-violence.
Gandhi was deeply influenced by
his readings of these scriptures.
The Acaranga Sutra of the Jains
stated all life to be dear and
precious and Gandhi believed in
it earnestly. The Bhagvadgita
was another important influence,
with its stress on non-attachment
and selfless action. Christianity,
along with its message of love
and compassion, extended even
to one's enemies was another
important influence on Gandhi's
life. Bringing together all these
theological schools, Gandhi was
in search for a meaningful life, a
life based on truth and honesty, a
life that would boast of a moral
courage to stand for the right and

- Dr. Shubhangi Rathi
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for justice, even at its own cost. It
was this outlook that Gandhi
employed as a tool to guide
India's freedom struggle, which
eventually succeeded to unite the
length and breadth of the country
like never before.

The Legacy

Non-violence played a very
important role in defining the
course of Indian national
movement, from the 1920s to the
final achievement of the
freedom. It formed the basis of
the methods of Satyagraha that
became closely associated with
the Gandhian whirlwind in
Indian politics. Gandhi
understood economic profit to be
the guiding force of the
imperialist project and attacked
the British government at where
it hurt most, which was financial
gain. Picketing, non-cooperation
and organised resistance to
British modes of oppression were
the main modes of the non-
violent political movements in
India. It shaped the course of the
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India's distinctive mind and face are stamped with
Gandhian impact among the people of global
community as well as among the member countries

of the United Nations Organization.
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Civil Disobedience Movement as
well. Even at a later time, during
the Quit India movement,
Gandhi's theory of non-violence
held strong in the face of the new
and radical waves in the world of
Indian politics like communism
and armed revolution.

Gandhi's concept of non-
violence appears to have two
dimensions - (i) non-violence in
thought and (ii) non-violence in
action. So far as the former is
concerned he is not prepared to
compromise, but he is flexible in
the case of latter.

Non-Violence, as Gandhi
conceived, it is not a negative
virtue. It is not merely abstaining
from violence or harmlessness
but a positive state of love, or
doing well even to the evil-doer.
Doing well to the evil-doer does
not mean to support his evil acts,
but it means to resist his evil acts
without hatred or harm to him.
Thus the underlying principle of
non-violence is "hate the sin, but
not the sinner.”

Eapandhy o

Gandhi was essentially a
peace loving man. He
emphasized the purity of means
for attaining noble ends. He
believes that a genuine and
enduring peace could never be
achieved by means of violence,
war and repression. He says that
violence originates from anger,
hatred, ill will, enmity and
selfishness. Violence produces
counter violence, and it becomes
a law unto itself. Peace through
violence at best may be a truce,
but it cannot be a lasting peace.
Violence and war end in colossal

destruction of human life and
property. on-violence originates
from love, compassion,
goodwill, cooperation, harmony,
and selflessness, a genuine and
enduring peace can be ensured
only through non-violent means.

Gandhi holds that peace for
the sake of peace is a meaningless
social goal unless it is linked to
social equality, economic justice
and human rights. He says that a
hungry man cannot be fed with
doctrine. Therefore, peace can
only be achieved by changing the
social conditions of toiling
masses all over the world.

Influence on the world Politics

Though the impact of
Gandhi's idea was not so much
clear for some years after his
death. His influence in the world
politics is only too clear today.
Though not directly, his ideal of
non-violence has been accepted
today by the most powerful
nations of the world and
gradually the world is going
towards more and more
disarmament, control over
nuclear weapons, control over
science and technology and
insistence upon educational,
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moral spiritual progress. Not
conflict but harmony is the watch
world of the modern world
politics.

Fedaration

Gandhi maintains that the
moral regeneration of the
individual and non-violent
values which he practices would
reflect on all spheres of human
activity, whether social or
political, national or
international. He visualizes the
establishment of a World
Federation or International
league founded on the principals
of non-violence and international
co-operation. In his scheme, his
organize the quality of all nations
and abhors the use of force for
settling disputes among nations;
methods adopted for the
settlement of dispute are
negotiation, meditation and
arbitration. The world federation
may maintain an international
non-violent policy of the non-
violent state for the purpose of
meeting the eventuality of strife
between the states, but the

soldiers of this force will bear no
arms. Trained in non-violent
ways, as they are, they will use
persuasion for resolving the
dispute between the states.
Though Gandhi is conceived that
such a new world order will take
along time to evolve, yet his faith
in the inherent goodness of man
prompts him to hope for the best.

War Begins In The Mind

The structure of international
realities and relationships, as
they exist today, require a sharing
of fortune and misfortune,
happiness and misery, pleasures
and sorrows that transcends
national boundaries. Peace
should be both inner and outer. It
is not a mysterious or super-
human factor that causes war. It is
man himself that causes war. To
be free from evil, one must
suppress it at its source. For the
elimination of evil, the individual
should be reformed from within.
Since wars begin in the minds of
men, there could be no peace

™

outside unless there is inner
peace. Hence Gandhi thought
that any scheme of peace must
include moral transformation of
individual minds and hearts to
ensure solid peace in the world.

Humanity of War

At no time in the history of
humanity, man is under constant
fear of insecurity of life, and
threat of destruction of humanity
of nuclear war. After the
experiences of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, the nuclear war not
only looked as barbarous, but
theoretically it is possible to
extinguish mankind altogether.
In such a challenging situation,
our differences of race and
religion, class and colour, nation
and ideology are irrelevant and
meaningless. We have to devise a
realistic and practical way by
which humanity does not bring
aboutits own destruction.

Conclusion

In the age of nuclear
weapons, we are left with a
choice of “ live together or die
together”. The invention of
nuclear weapons has brought
about the ancient truth - that
nothing welds people more
quickly together than the
imminence of common disaster.
Non-violent technique seems to
be the only solution to the world
armed with nuclear weapons.

j.Li{ 2o
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A Government is best
which Governs the Least
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In no department of life has the contribution
of Gandhiji been so unique and significant as
in the political field, national and international. At
no time throughout history, as we know it, have
fundamental moral values, such as truth, justice,
brotherhood of man and non-violence, been
applied or even recognized as valid in men’s
relations in the political field and more especially
in the mutual dealings of organised groups and
nations. It is true that moral values are often
violated in all spheres oflife, especially in the field
of commerce and industry. Yet even here the
validity of these values has never been questioned.

Often businessmen are reminded of their duty to be
fair and honest. In highly organised communities,
businessmen themselves have devised desirable
norms of conduct, which would be fair to the
producers and the consumers of goods. Even in
societies where no such code of conduct exists,
honesty is considered as the best policy. It is not
unoften that an honest businessman does as well as, if
sometimes not better than, one who uses doubtful
methods. Further, businessmen keep their word with
one another and fulfil their obligations. Whatever be
the actual conduct of businessmen, the validity of the
moral law is never questioned. Unfair conduct, even
when tolerated, is not applauded.

Reverse is the case in the political field. The very
recognition of the validity of the moral law is denied
in political dealings. To some extent the validity of
the moral values is recognised in a democracy. The
more ganuine a democracy is, the better is the
standard of conduct observed in it. As a matter of
fact, democracy is based upon the recognition of the
dignity of man which functions, not by breaking
heads but by counting them, not by the bullet but by
the ballot —box . It can be real only when the voter is
free from any coercion, exercised by power, social,
economic or political. This means that democracy,
for its healthy and proper functioning, needs non-
violence in the field of internal politics. It is also
defeated when there is widespread impersonation,
that is , when there is deviation from the standards of
honesty, which is truth.

Further, no elective democracy has yet been able
to function without the party system. This often
undermines the politician’s loyalty, not only to the
moral law, but also to the nation, for whose good he
has been elected to the legislature. Itis a fact thatina
representative democracy, as it has developed , a
person unattached to a party would find it difficult to
win an election, and when elected he would find it
even more difficult to make his weight felt in the
legislature. If he wants to mould the policies of the
nation, he must fall in line with the bosses in the
party, He must follow the line laid down by them. In
this he may have to modify his opinions and
sometimes even to suppress them. He may have to
give his loyalty to the party and not to the nation for
the service of which he is elected to the legislature.
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Itis natural and even legitimate
fora politician to aspire to wield
power. Nothing worthwhile can
be done without power. Yetitisa
fact that power corrupts. Even a
politician in opposition aspires
for power. He may have,
therefore, to exaggerate the
faults of those in power and
highlight them before the public.

How was then the
Government of India to be
organised after independence?
Of course it was to be organised
as a democracy. But after what
pattern? It must follow the
genius of the people and their
historical evolution. It must be
based upon institutions familiar
tothe people.

India through the ages has
lived and even now lives in the
villages. Each village
community was in the past
organised asa semi-independent
republic, governed by its
panchayats, consisting generally
of'the heads of families. In some
places the panchayats were
elected, the electors being the
heads of families. These village
communities were in most cases
economically self-sufficient,
producing the essential
necessities of everyday life.
Their surplus products went to
the cities and to foreign markets.

54

Village level

Gandhiji wanted the
government of free India to rest on
the foundation of the revived and
revitalized village panchayats.
The panchayats were not to be
organised by the Central and State
Governments. The State and the
Central governments were to be
based on the village units and not
vice versa. Gandhiji held that as
the economic structure of India
should be based upon
decentralized industry, so must its
political organistation rest on the
devolution of power. He further
held that democracy could be
most effective in small units,
where people could carry on a
dialogue and confront on another.
He had a holy fear of
concentration of power. [t mustbe
diffuse through many centres. He
held that government is the best
which governs least. He did not
believe in making people happy

through coerciton. They must
make themselves happy
according to their own ideas,
provided they are not anti-social.
Gadnhiji further held that the
strength of the centre must rest on
the strength of its foundation in
the villages and not at their
expense. This naturally meant
indirect elections to the
legislative assemblies.

Gandhiji, however, did not
work out the details of his
conception of a democratic
government for independent
India. The present Constitution
of India does not embody his
ideas. It is based on a strong
centre, monopolizing most of the
sources of power and finance,
leaving the local units weak and
resourceless.

To the extent that we have
made the centre in Delhi
powerful at the expense of the
local units, our democracy has
suffered. Some of our present
difficulties stem from the lack of
opportunities for the exercise of
initiative by the local units.

Gandbhiji does not believe that
world peace can be achieved
through a policy of balance of
power or through the fear of utter
destruction induced by the threat
of'the use of nuclear weapons. He
does believe purely in a world
organisation keeping
international peace. But a world
organization for peace must
consist of nations whose
politicians are genuinely anxious
for peace and do not aspire to
dominate other nations. World
ofganisation will be effective
only when there is a change of
heart in big and powerful nations
and their politicians.
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To Students -

haracter cannot be built

with mortar and stone. It
cannot be built by hands other
than your own. The Principal and
the Professor cannot give you
character from the pages of
books. Character building comes
from their very lives and really
speaking, it must come from
within yourselves.

Put all your knowledge,
learning and scholarship in one
scale and truth and purity in the
other and the latter will by far
outweigh the other. The miasma
of moral impurity has today
spread among our school going
children and like a hidden
epidemic is working havoc
among them. All your
scholarship, all your study of the
scriptures will be in vain if you
fail to translate their teachings
into your daily life.....

If teachers impart all the
knowledge in the world to their
students but inculcate not truth
and purity among them, they will
have betrayed them and instead of
raising them set them on the
downward road to perdition.
Knowledge without character is a
power for evil only, as seen in the
instances of so many talented
thieves and 'gentlemen rascals' in
the world.

As to use of the vacation by
students, if will they approach the
work with zeal, they can
undoubtedly do many things. I
enumerate a few of them:

1. Conduct night and day
schools with just a short course,
well conceived, to last for the
period of the vacation.

2. Visit Harijan quarters
and clean them, taking the
assistance of Harijans if they
would give it.

3. Taking Harijan children
for excursions, showing them
sights near the villages and
teaching them how to study
Nature, and generally interesting
them in their surroundings,
giving them by the way a
working knowledge of
geography and history.

4. Reading to them simple
stories from the Ramayana and
the Mahabharata.

5. Teaching them simple
Bhajans (Devotional Songs).
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6. Cleaning the Harijan
boys of all the dirt that they
would find about their persons
and giving both, the grown-ups
and the children simple lessons in
hygiene.

7. Taking a detailed census
in selected areas of the condition
of'the Harijans.

8. Taking medical aid to the
ailing Harijans.

9. This is but a sample of
what is possible to do among the
Harijans. It is a list hurriedly
made, but a thoughtful student
will, I have no doubt, add many
other items.

You are the hope of the future.
You will be called upon, when you
are discharged from your colleges
and schools, to enter upon public
life to lead the poor people of this
country. I would, therefore, like
you, students, to have a sense of
your responsibility and show it in
a much tangible manner. It is a
remarkable fact, and a regrettable
fact, that in the case of the vast
majority of the students, whilst they
entertain noble impulses during
their student days, these disappear
when they finish their studies. The
vast majority of them look out for
loaves and fishes. Surely there is
something wrong in this. There is
one reason which is obvious.
Every educationalist, every one
who has had anything to do with
the students, has realized that our
educational system is faulty. It
does not correspond to the

B

requirements of the country,
certainly not to the requirements
of pauper India. There is no
correspondence between the
education that is given and the
home life and the village life.

These are not necessities of life.
There are some who manage to
take ten cups of coffee a day. Is it
necessary for their healthy
development and for keeping
them awake for the performance
of their duties? If'it is necessary to
take coffee or tea to keep them
awake, let them not drink coffee or
tea but go to sleep. We must not
become slaves to these things. But
the majority of the people who
drink coffee or tea are slaves to
them. Cigars and cigarettes,
whether foreign or indigenous
mustbe avoided.

Cigarette smoking is like an
opiate and the cigars that you
smoke have a touch of
opium about them.
They get to your nerves
and you cannot leave
them afterwards. How
can a single student
foul his mouth by
converting it into a
chimney? If you give
up these habits of

smoking cigars and cigarettes
and drinking coffee and tea you
will find out for yourselves how
much you are able to save.

A drunkard in Tolstoy's story
is hesitating to execute his design
of murder so long as he has not
smoked his cigar. But he puffs it,
and then gets up smiling and
saying, "What a coward am I !"
takes the dagger and does the
deed. Tolstoy spoke from
experience. And he is much more
against cigars and cigarettes than
against drink. But do not make
the mistake that between drink
and tobacco, drink is a lesser evil.
No. If cigarette is Beelzebub than
drink is Satan.

The students should be, above
all humble, and correct....The
greatest to remain great has to be
the lowliest by choice. If I can
speak from my knowledge of
Hindu belief, the life of the
student is to correspond to the life
of a Sanyasi up to the time his
studies end. He is to be under the
strictest discipline.

Source: "The selected works of
Gandhi", Vol. 6, The Voice of
Truth
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Fundamental Role in social change

andhi visualized a

fundamental role for
women as instruments of social
change because they constituted
the primary influence on the future
citizens of the country and half the
nation’s strength in terms of
population. Gandhi’s unconscious
guide in shaping his attitude to
women was his mother, Putlibai,
whom he deeply revered for her
“saintliness”. His intellectual
guide was the image of the ideal
wife of Hindu literature, whom he
describes as ardhangana, the
better half, and sadadharmini, the
helpmate.

His perception of women as
instruments of social change was
influ—enced by two ‘sexist’
assumptions, which nevertheless
did not have a negative impact on
his thinking. These were the
conser-vative and non-violent
temperaments he assumed
women to possess. Women were
slow to give up their traditions
and customs because they were
conservative, but for the same
reason, they could discriminate
better between the good and the
bad in their heritage and cherish
the good.

Gandhi was of the
opinion that women were
superior to men in their
moral and spiritual
strength. They had greater
powers of self-sacrifice
and suffering. On this
account, women were
capable of infinite
strength, which they only
needed to realize and
channel.

Women had a key role
to play in the family, in
Gandhi’s opinion. The
family was the crucible of
society where future
citizens, leaders and
lawgivers were nurtured.
Hence, it was here that the
mother could mould the values
and traits of her children in a
direction that could lead to social
progress. The ultimate aim was to
teach children to be self-reliant
and not keep them dependent on
the family’s resources.

Gandhi had strong views on
another key subject relating to
women. This was the value of
equality between the sexes. He
was definitely against gender
bias in the training of children.
He asserted that girls ought not to
be taught to adorn themselves as
that identified
them as objects
of desire
without any
other distinct
human qualities.

The latter
had to be
highlighted if
they wished to be
accepted as equal
partners of men.

He was also of the opinion that
housework must be divided equally
between boys and girls as the home
belonged to both. Also, both boys
and girls ought to have vocational
training in some occupation so as to
assure them a future livelihood
when theneed arose.

Gandhi envisaged an
important political role for
women vis-a-vis the power
structure in society and the
foundations of an equitable and
non-violent social order. He
wanted women to view their
families in the larger perspective
of the entire human family and to
transfer some of their concern
and devotion to the latter. They
must realize, he said, that as a
class, women had been
suppressed for centuries and it
was now time for them to rise in
rebellion and prove their worth.

With the backing of education
and the discriminating use of
their political rights, they could
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affect the process of decision
making in the nation and initiate
appropriate changes at all levels
to promote the values of social
and economic equality. Though
laws by themselves had not much
meaning, they were very
important for setting norms, so
politically and socially conscious
women should agitate for the
framing of legislation, which
accorded them equal status in
society. Simultaneously, strong
and continuous agitation through
the press and other platforms was
necessary to rouse public
opinion, which was the best
sanction of law.

From the very beginning of
his public career in India, Gandhi
made strongly worded appeals to
women to join the national
struggle in large numbers. The
response was overwhelming. In
the non-cooperation campaign of
1920-22, women’s contribution
to the satyagraha fund in terms of
personal jewellery was
phenomenal; they also played a
notable part in the propagation of
khadi in defiance of government
orders, and in picketing liquor
shops as part of the temperance
campaign. In his plan for

promoting communal harmony,
eradicating untouchability and
popularizing his revolutionary
scheme of Basic Education,
Gandhi held that women could
play a central role as they had
creative powers and a
tremendous capacity for self-
sacrifice.

To deal with issues
specifically affecting women,
such as child marriage, dowry,
sati, purdah and prostitution,
there was a need to change
certain deep rooted values in
society. Gandhi felt that
dedicated women would have to
approach men and launch a
widespread campaign to rouse
public opinion against these
social evils. Victims of

prostitution should be sought out
and given opportunities for
rehabilitation.

Gandhi not only exhorted
women to undertake the tasks of
their own ‘uplift’, but also
squarely attacked the scriptures
and the social customs and
conventions that had devalued
women’s status and upheld
women’s social, political and
legal equality. In short, as far as
his perception of women as
instruments of social change was
concerned, Gandhi felt that they
could play a most dynamic role in
society — in fact, that they could
provide the mainsprings of
revolutionary thought and action.

Tt
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(from Internet)
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e have said earlier that

Gandhiji was drawn
in the South African struggle,
because the domiciled
immigrants there suffered from
many political, economic and
social disabilities. He had
therefore, to search for amethod
and technique to be employed
must be in consonance with the
fundamental moral principles
which guided his life. What were
these principles which Gandhiji
applied first in South Africa and
then on a wider scale in India to
redress political, economic and
social wrongs an injustice and
assert the claima of truth, justice
and fairplay? His movements
have been variously called
passive resistance, civil
disobedience, non-co-

q
o
a-"

operation. Gandhiji, however,
did not feel that these terms fully
conveyed the moral and
spiritual aspects of the
organised. He,
gave them a

struggles he
therefore,

Truth and non-
violence are like the
two sides of an
unstamped coin.

=y
ursu't of; Tr

significant name,
which means that pursuit of
truth an stead —fastness therein.

‘satyagraha’,

The first condition of
satyagraha then is strict regard
for truth. Non-violence is the
natural consequence of truth.
Gandhiji says that be head a
great regard for truth from his
childhood. Non-violence was
the natural corollary of truth.
He thinks that wherever there is
violence, untruth will creep in.
A person using violence even in
the service of good cause , must
us stratagems to save himself
while attacking his enemy. This
would involve secrecy and
deceit. Gandhiji says that truth
and non-violence are like the
two sides of an unstamped coin.
They cannot be separated.
About non-violence he says: “I
have found that life persists in
the midst of destruction and
therefore there must be a higher
law than that of destruction.
Only under that law would a
well-ordered society be
intelligible and life worth
living. And if that is the law of
life, we have to work it out in
daily life. Whenever there are
jars, wherever you are

confronted with an opponent
conquer him with love. In this
crude manner I have worked it
outinmy life.”

Third Principle

In addition to his two
principles of truth and non-
violence Gandhiji enunciates a
third principle for the conduct
of a satyagrahi. This is the
principle of purity means.

Gandhiji makes no distinction
between ends and means. He
says: “Means and end are
convertible terms in my
philosophy of life... They say
‘means are after all means’. I
would say ‘means are after all
everything’. As the means, so the
end. Thereisno wall of separation
between means and end.

The satyagrahi is fearless.
His resistance is open. He
therefore eschews secrecy. He
is an open revolt. He is willing
to bear the consequences of his
non-violent opposition or
revolt. Under certain
circumstances he invites these
consequences. He is not afraid
of death. We have seen how in
his trials Gandhiji asked the
trying magistrates to award him
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the highest punishment laid
down by law. Gandhiji says:
‘Non-violence is the greatest
force at the disposal of
mankind. It is mightier than the
mightiest weapon of
destruction devised by the
ingenuity of man. Destruction is
not the law of the humans.

Gandhiji’s satyagraha
attempts to do both, i.e., to guide
the individual towards the goal of
higher life and also to solve
political and international
problems. This is his special
contribution as a reformer. Once
when somebody said of him that
he was a saint, his reply was: “Iam
apolitician trying tobe a saint.”

Gandhiji, therefore, in
addition to the removal of
foreign rule, wanted to establish
in India democratic order, free
form political, economic and
social exploitation. To achieve
those aims he devised his
‘constructive programme’.
The programme was to be
carried on side by side with the
struggle for independence.
Under foreign rule, however,
what was possible was only
pioneer work in that direction.
This was to be comprehensively
carried out when the
representatives of the people
were in change of the
Government of free India. To
the extent we have failed to carry
out this programme during the
last twenty-two years, the
nation has suffered.

The technique that Gandhiji
prescribes to resist political and
inter-group tyranny and
injustice is that of non-co-
operation. Once co-operation

j .
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is withdrawn, exploiters and
tyrants will find it difficult, if
not impossible, to perpetrate
their iniquity and injustice.
Whatever may have been the
case in the past, the complex
society of today connot
function without mutual
co-operation. Injustice and
tyranny today, more than ever
before depend upon the
conscious or unconscious,
voluntary of forced
co-operation of the victims.
This is powerfully illustrated in
the industrial field. Through
strikes and nin-co-operation,
Labour has been able to get a
more equitable deal from
capital than ever before in
human higher standards of
wages and better living
conditions.

A distinction must, however,
be drawn between the strike and
satyagraha. For the former, non-
violence is only a convenient
policy . It is not a principle of
life. Gandhiji insists not only on
external but also on internal

non-violence, that is, freedom
from mental violence and hate.
He wants a satyagrahi to be
non-violent in thought, word
and deed.

Justice in Life

It is said that Gandhiji’s idea
that injustice can be removed
through truth, non-violence and
purity of means is too idealistic
to be put into practice. Those
who make this criticism forget
that by these means Gandhiji
achieved a great measure of
success in the movement he led
in South Africa and in India.
Gadhiji did not believe that the
practice of non-violence in the
political field was beyond the
capacity of man. He says: “The
first condition on non-violence
is justice all round in every
department of life. Perhaps, it is
too much to expect of human
nature. I do not, however, think
so. No one should dogmatize
about the capacity of human
nature for degradation of
exaltation... Non-violence, on
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the other hand, has no cause for
fear. The votary of non-violence
has to cultivate the capacity for
sacrifice of the highest type in
order to be free from fear. He
recks not if he should lose his
land, his wealth, his life. He
who has not overcome all fear
cannot practice ahimsa to
perfection. The votary of
ahimsa has only one fear; that is
of God.

If nations do not adopt
Gandhiji’s method of non-
violence to remove injustice or
resolve international disputes,
there is no escape from hate,
violence and war. There is also
no escape from the weapons of
war becoming ever sharper and
ever more destructive. Today
we have reached a stage where
their use will not only destroy
civilization of every variety but
may also destroy the human
race itself.

In nuclear warfare, there are
likely to be no victors and no
vanquished. Even if nuclear

s B

war-heads go off by accident,
there would be danger to the
world. Therefore, under present
circumstances when humanity
stands on the brink of
annihilation, Gandhiji’s
method of settling international
problems and disputes through
non-violence cannot be
considered impractical.
Gandhiji was not merely
satisfied with elaborating a
non-violent method for the
settlement of political and
international conflicts and
redressing wrongs, but he also
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showed the way by which a
conflict could be minimized, if
not altogether eliminated. His
scheme of constructive work
with its moral basis minimized
points of conflict.

By moralizing politics
through the three principles of
truth, non-violence and purity
of means and fighting injustice
and tyranny through satyagraha
and by his constructive
programme, Gandhiji sought to
co-ordinate and synthesise
social, political and economic
life, establish effective
democracy and lay the
foundations of a new social
order based on justice and
equality and pave the way for
world peace.

We have seen how Gandhiji
conceived the idea of satyagraha
in South Africa. He thought of
it as a practical way of
defending the diminishing
rights ofhis countrymen settled
there against those who wanted
South Africa to remain a white
colony. It is also there that he
perfected the technique of
satyagraha. Its essentials were
worked out in South Africa.

= |
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Do you Know Gandhi ?

1. On his landing at Durban, Gandhiji was assaulted by a furious white mob and would have been
lynched but for the timely police protection. With bruises all over his body, Gandhiji was escorted by
the police to a friend’s house. Identify the friend.

a.Parsec Rustonga b.Abdulla Sheth c.Abdul Kadir d.Ramsamy Naidoo

2. Accompanied by two detectives in disguise, Gandhiji escaped from his friend’s house disguised
asa/an

a. Indian merchant b.Parsi c.Madrasi labourer d.Indian constable

3. On reaching India from South Africa for the second time, identify the place where Gandhiji
decided to settle down to practice Law as also do public work.

a.Bombay b.Rajkot c.Ahmedabad d.Jamnagar
4. On his third visit to South Africa Gandhiji was accompanied by

a.Kasturba Gandhi and Children b.Maganlal Gandhi  c.Three or four enterprising youths who
wereready to leave the trodden path and venture abroad d.Both(b) and (¢)

5.In which year was Gandhiji enrolled as Attorney of the Supreme Court of Transvaal?
a.1904 b.1903 c.1902 d.1901

6. Having got himself enrolled as a duly qualified attorney of the Transvaal Supreme Court,
Gandhiji set up his office in the legal quarters of Johannesburg. Soon his legal work multiplied and
he could not cope with it single-handed. Whom he invited to join him in his fast increasing work?

a.Polak b.Ritch c.Both (a) and (b) d.Godfrey

7. The walls of Gandhiji’s office at Johannesburg were adorned with four pictures. Three walls bore
the pictures of Ranade, Mrs Beasant and W.W.Hunter. The fourth wall had the picture of

a.Lord Christ b.Lord Krishna c.Hisfather = d.Dadabhai Naoroji
8. Gandhiji founded the Transvaal British Indian Association in
a.1902 b.1903 c.1904 d.1905

9. Who in South Africa gave Gandhiji Unto This Last to read which proved to be one of the most
decisive books of his life?

a. Albert West  b.H.S.L.Polak c.Parsee Rustomji d.Mansukhlal Nazar

10. To put the ideas of Unto This Last into Practice, Gandhiji founded the phoenix Settlement near
Durban which came into being in the middle of the year

a.1902 b.1904 ¢c.1906 d.1908

11. On the pattern of phoenix Settlement, Gandhiji started another cooperative venture, known as
Tolstoy Farm,near

a.Johannesburg b.Charlestown c.Natal d.Pretoria

12. The Tolstoy Farm was used as a home for passive resisters and their indigent families. Who
provided the land for it free of any rent or charge?

a.Abdulla Hajee Adam b.Parsee Rustomjee ~ c.Hermann Kallenback d.H.S.L.Polak

13. In which month of 1910 did the first batch of satyagrahis come to work and live on the Tolstoy
Farm?

a. March b.June c.September d. November

(@) €L ‘(0)zL “(e) 1L “(a) oL “(a)6 “(a)g ‘(e) L ()9 (a)g ‘(P)¥ ‘(e) € ‘(P)C ()} : Jomsuy
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Bapu and Ba's ﬂtzon

uring his 1933 fast, in

Yeravda prisons, Poona
Ba was allowed once to visit
Bapu for fifteen minutes. When
she arrived there, he was sleeping
on a cot. She went to him and
touched his feet, and then gently
and with a smile she reprimanded
him, “I see that again you are up
to your game! When the
permission to visit you was
granted to me by the Government,
my first impose was not to avail
myselfofit. Then I thought that to
do so would seem rude. After I
had my bath, however, the Jail
Superintendent informed me that
till then he had not received the
Government order to let me stay
with you. But, he added, he

could bring me to you, though
only for fifteen minutes, as you
happen to be staying in the
European ward.

Thereupon,

I said to the Superintendent, “In
that case, you should not have
brought me hereatall.”

This answer of Ba met with
the approval of Bapu who, it
being his day of silence indicated
itwith anod ofhis head.

Bapu then inquired about
several of the women workers
like Premabehn and Durgabehn
and others, and Ba gave him all
the information about them. Ba
continued, “When we were
released, for a moment we
thought we would break the law
again on reaching Ahmedabad
and offer ourselves for arrest.
But most of my companions did
not quite relish the idea, because
they were eager to meet their
families.” Ba told him few more
things besides.

As the interview was about to
end, Bapu wrote down on a piece of

paper, “Keep up your courage. Do
not come again, if it is to be only for
fifteen minutes. Remember me to
all the sisters. God will protect me.
Donot feel anxious.”

Ba replied, “Of course, God
will protect us all and you. But
you had better give up your fast
soon.” She then bid good-bye to
Bapu.After she went away, Bapu
wrote on a chit, “Ba’s courage is,
indeed, inexhaustible”, and
passed it on to his companion,
Mahadevbhai. sk

“If we want to reach
real peace in the
world, We should
start education
children”.

- Mahatma Gandhi




- ’ TQ"$ Specia[ issue
Cor MAMLTHE 2019 ( Inspiration AMARA BAAPU CHINTANA

£

The Indian Freedom struggle is perhaps one of the most anguished and most exciting periods in
the history of India. National holidays are not about a holiday or watching the parade on TV but
nurturing the feeling of patriotism in you and sustaining it at all points of time. We list some great

female leaders/freedom fighters who have been forgotten in the pages of history.

Matangini Hazra

Some women empowerment there! She played a significant role in India’s quit
Indian movement and became an inspiration for all women. The British shot
her dead and also played a big role in Non-Cooperation movement.

Durgabai Deshmukh

A rebel with a cause. A volunteer for Indian National congress and worked
closely with Mahatma Gandhi and also actively participated in the famous
Satyagraha movement. She also faced imprisonment thrice. She also
participated in the Khadi movement and also forbade Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
from coming in because he did not have ticket.

Begum Hazrat Mahal

Another unsung hero rather heroine should we say. Played a significant role in
the Great Indian Rebellion on 1857. She took Awadh’s reins post her husband’s
death and even captured Lucknow during rebellion. She protested against the
obliteration ofplaces of worship by East India Company.
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Great Freedom Fighters
Sucheta Kriplani

First woman chief minister of any state. She founded the All India Mahila
Congress and worked closely with Mahatma Gandhi and followed Gandhian
principles ardently and worked with Gandhi during partition riots too.

Abadi Bano Begum

Who says freedom of speech has to be done by screaming and shouting it can
be done absolutely openly. A prominent Muslim female freedom fighter
addressed a political rally behind a purdah and was the first one to do so.

Kamaladevi Chattopadhvay

First person to run a legislative seat in India and also the first Indian woman
to be arrested by the British regime. She played an important role as a social
reformer and brought back handicrafts, theatres and handlooms to help in
uplifting the socio-economic standards of Indian women.

Bhikaji Cama

A champion of gender’s equality and was inspired by Suffragette movement.
She donated most of her personal effects to an orphanage for girls. She also
unfurled the Indian flag at the International Social Conference at Stuttgart in
Germany in 1907.

Raj Kumari Gupta

She and her husband worked with Mahatma Gandhi and
Chandrashekhar Azad and she played a crucial role in Kakori case as
well. She hid the firearms in her undergarments and went to deliver them
with her little son. She was disowned by her in laws post the incident. A
true hero.
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C. Krishniah Chetty Group of Jewellers Shining
) J— &

n the occasion of their

Sesquicentennial 150th
Year.CKC Group hosted the play
“Bharat BhaygaVidhata — “The
Journey of Mahatma Gandhi”- the
struggle he underwent for Indian
Independence.

The mega stage performance
an initiative of C. Krishniah
Chetty Corp. organised the Mega-
stage performance with a 150
characters cast setting the stage on
fire, with a riveting saga of the
struggle of Indian Independence
by Mahatma Gandhi. Bharat
BhagyaVidhata written by
Shri.PrakashKapadia directed by
Shri Rajesh Joshi. The Mega —
Play was performed at Chowdiah
Memorial Hall on 24th& 25th
July 2019.

Cotha Krishniah Chetty,
founded his business by selling
coloured beads on a humble
bicycle. Years went by, and later
he and his son continued trading
from Commercial Street
including at the space opposite the
current iconic building —
popularly known as the Heritage
Showroom. The opposite building
was then operated under the name

Abubakar& Son, Krishniah
Chetty & Audinarayana !
Chetty became well known
amongst the British residents
for their high quality work.

As popularity and their
creativity increased the duo
acquired the property then
numbered as 152 & 153
Commercial Street. While
their forte in coloured
gemstones continued at the
now, landmark of Bengaluru,
they also craft fine
silverware, gold and precious
wares. The premises grew to
house a talented, creative set
of wood workers,
silversmiths, goldsmiths,
Ivory carvers, ebony workers,
designers and a small sales force.

The original C. Krishniah
Chetty Showroom & Workshop in
the heart of the popular
Commercial Street, had an
imposing structure, along with the
emblem of His Highness,
Maharaja of Mysore, who
appointed Krishniah Chetty as the
official Jewellers to the palace, has
been a symbol of Bengaluru ever
since for over a century and a half.

The choice of Kings: The
Maharaja of Mysore, the
Nizam of Hyderabad, the
Maharaja of Gondal, the
Nawab of Savanur, the
Mabharaja of Dhrangadhara,
the Maharaja of Dharampur,

The Maharaja of Sandur,
The Maharaja of Travancore
| and over 20 kingdoms of
| South and central India were
| the patrons of C. Krishniah
s Chetty Group of Jewellers.

' Today, The Heritage
Showroom & Workshop that
deserves the tag never to be
demolished or changed

A reIica of a teple door #

preserving the history, legacy and
the fabric of Bangalore
atmosphere. The current
management hopes this will
remain for the next 150 years, as
they celebrate their
sesquicentennial 150th year in
their humble but respected
business.

CKC Group starts functioning
to cater to the demand for large
solitaries, fine jewellery and
corporate gifting, toallow forin
creased growth of the brand.The
progress of C. Krishniah Chetty
Group during this period lists
several achievements, Modern
Info-tech progress,
Gemmological labs, Diamond
certifications, use of advanced
images, hallmarking of jewellery,
awards for advertising and films,
were some of the highlights which
took the company forward into the
realms of a modern enterprise.

C. Krishniah Chetty Group of
Jewellers continues to shine....
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We Need Gandhi’s Philosephy

This is an address by Dr.M Wahiduzzaman,
Vice —Chancellor, Noakhali Science and
Techonology University on the eve of visit of Indian
Sarvodaya Deligation to Bangladesh in 2018.

n today’s global world, we

find restless, rise of
fundamentalism, culture of
hatred everywhere. Communal
conflict, terrorism, ethnic
cleansing now have become the
major concern of the days. Under
such circumstances, we need a
leader, a philosopher, a vanguard
like Gandhi to build a new world
of communal harmony,
solidarity, fraternity and
brotherhood.

The question is why? What
was his philosophy? The
philosophy of Gandhi was simple
but extraordinary in depth and
pragmatic for all times. He was
the man who asserted the
philosophy of non-violence,
peace and happiness for all
people within all nations. In his
own words “Each one has to find
his peace from within. And peace
to be real, must be unaffected by
outside circumstances.”

Gandhi also states “I offer
youpeace. [ offer you love. I offer
you friendship. [ see your beauty.
I hear your need. I feel your
feelings.” In my view this
statement is very small
significant in today’s intolerant,
violent and selfish world. People
are getting more materialistic,

self —centered in today’s social,
family and notional life. Social
values including sacrifice,
friendship, co-operation are
getting dim now. To become rich
and powerful in the society and
worldwide people are adapting
unfair means, supporting
aggressive attitude and violent
path. At the moment the entire
world is observing how the
ethnic cleansing is going on
Rohinghas in Myanmar, how the
people of different faiths are

getting slaughtered in Pakistan,
how the Palestinian people are
suffering from national and
social insecurity and crisis of
identity. Intolerance,
homelessness, social exclusion,
traumatic condition of the
minorities, aborigines,

hegemonic power of one
particular or group, subordinate
condition of downtrodden,
violent attack of caste religion
now have become the common
phenomena. While the world has
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been surrounding the forces of
darkness and violent power,
Gadnhi’s philosophy has become
very relevant today.

Indeed according to the
philosophy of Gandhi
truthfulness, non-violence
humanity, forgiveness, love,
fairness and unselfishness are the
major component to build a
happy, harmonious and peaceful
world. Without good human
qualities, humanity will be
destroyed. Gandhi’s ideas of
non-violent protest was not only
relevant during the period of
British Colonial rule. Today it is
equally important and
acceptable as well. It is
acceptable for us because his
philosophy teaches that we can

change the world without
hurting anyone, without
damaging other properties or
negating other’s view and
philosophy. We are now living in
modern world, rational world-
after we claim that. But what is
this modernity? This modernity
does not only means
infrastructural development and
material prosperity, Modernity
means fight for goodness in a
society, in a non-violent way.
Democracy can not be achieved
without harmony and people.

The Honorable Prime
Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh
Hasina likes many other world
leaders have adapted the
Gandhian Philosophy of peace.
As peace is the source of

inspiration of harmony. Sheikh
Hasina has given shelter 1.2
million Rohinghas in
Bangladesh. Although
Bandladesh is a small country
and burdened with huge
population, sheikh Hasina didn’t
stop the influx of Rohinghas who
had been tortured, oppressed and
killed in Mayanmar. Without
getting involved in conflict or
war with Myanmar, Hasina is
asking for peaceful solution of
this critical problem. By
avoiding the violent and
conflicting strategies she is
emphasizing on diplomatic
efforts and appreciating for
worldwide support for promoting
peace and harmony. Sheikh
Hasina by adopting Gandhian
Philosophy makes it clear that
“Man become great exactly in
which he works for the welfare
of his fellow men.” Since
intolerance is itself a farm of
violence and obstacle to growth
of democratic spirit sheikh
Hasina has avoided this path.

So, Gandhiji and his
philosophy is still very relevant
today and for us. In order to
combat violence and uphold
global peace either at micro and
macro level, we need Gandhi’s
Philosophy.

Dr. B.C.Roy

Our Prince of Peace

History tells us that 2,000 years ago the Prince of Peace was crucified. Today our
prince of peace, the Apostlr of Ahimsa; has died for our sake. We cannot forget the
words of the poet: He brought with himself a deathless life and in death he left it for us.

We, who call ourselves his desciples, can only justify it by following his ideals of truth
and non-violence in out life even when we are burdened with this calamity. Let us therefore resolve to
follow his principles of nonviolence and raise our country from destruction and disunity. How can
we believe that we have lost him while his soul must be hovering around us and directing us so that we
might sustain this enormous shock and trial and, with the combined efforts under his directions, we
might take the country to its destined place.

(Broadcast from Calcutta Station on Janaury 30, 1948)
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Rate of interest (%) p.a.*
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Variant Period of deposit
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Open an account today.
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